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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Special Committee of the Whole 2 

 3 
 June 13, 2017 4 
 5 
 6 
CALL TO ORDER 7 

 8 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. in the Council 9 

Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 10 
 11 

 12 
ROLL CALL 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Ken Mann, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd 15 
Donovan, Rud Browne and Barry Buchanan. 16 

Absent: None. 17 
 18 
 19 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION  20 
 21 
1. CONTINUATION OF COUNCIL’S REVIEW OF THE 2016 CRITICAL AREAS 22 

ORDINANCE UPDATE (AB2016-276K) REVIEW OF CERTAIN QUESTIONS, 23 
COMMENTS, AND SUGGESTIONS BY STAFF AND COUNCILMEMBERS RELATED 24 
TO: ARTICLE 5 – CRITICAL AQUIFER RECHARGE AREAS, ARTICLE 8 – 25 
CONSERVATION PROGRAM ON AGRICULTURE LANDS, ARTICLE 9 – 26 
DEFINITIONS 27 
 28 
The following staff answered questions: 29 

• Cliff Strong, Planning and Development Services Department 30 
• George Boggs, Conservation District  31 
• Ryan Ericson, Planning and Development Services Department 32 

 33 
Staff and councilmembers discussed the following items: 34 

• Staff response to an email from Wendy Harris regarding best available science 35 
(BAS) 36 

• Whether and how they should protect critical aquifer recharge areas (CARAs) 37 
from agricultural pollution from 1,500 small farms in the county without farm 38 
plans, which are impacting the CARAs, but are not mentioned in Article 5 39 

• Creating a new Article in the code for agricultural-related statutes and 40 
changing the membership of the Agricultural Advisory Committee 41 

• Possible processes for educating farm owners regarding problems and best 42 
management practices 43 

• Possibly contracting with the Conservation District to collect data on the 44 
number and types of small farms in the county 45 

 46 
Weimer moved to look at the septic system model for a self-reporting feedback 47 

loop within the high susceptibility CARAs.  48 
 49 
The motion was seconded. 50 
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 1 
Browne suggested a friendly amendment that considers a broader range of 2 

participants to come up with a solution, such as the agricultural community, rather than just 3 
use the septic system model, “to look at the septic system model identify and engage all 4 
relevant stakeholders.” 5 

 6 
Weimer accepted the friendly amendment. 7 
 8 
Brenner stated the County must engage all relevant agricultural users. 9 
 10 
Weimer restated the motion to ask staff to identify and engage all relevant 11 

agricultural stakeholders for a self-reporting feedback loop. 12 
 13 
Strong stated he understands that the motion is to request staff to create a draft 14 

path forward for how they would put together a program to educate people on best 15 
practices, and once Council agrees with the process, they would engage the stakeholders.   16 

 17 
The Council concurred with Mr. Strong. 18 
 19 
The motion carried by the following vote: 20 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 21 
Nays: None (0) 22 
 23 
Donovan moved to amend 16.16.810, “Agricultural operations have the potential to 24 

Keeping horses and other large animals creates potential adverse impacts to critical areas 25 
and to water quality.  It is the County’s policy to minimize such impacts.” 26 

 27 
The motion was seconded. 28 
 29 
Brenner suggested a friendly amendment, “…It is the County’s policy to 30 

minimize such potential impacts.” 31 
 32 
Donovan accepted the friendly amendment. 33 
 34 
Donovan amended the motion to amend 16.16.810, “Agricultural operations, 35 

including keeping horses and other large animals, create potential adverse impacts to 36 
critical areas and water quality.  It is the County’s policy to minimize such potential 37 
impacts.” 38 

 39 
The motion carried by the following vote: 40 
Ayes: Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 41 
Nays: None (0) 42 
Abstains: Brenner (1) 43 
 44 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.810(D), “Degradation of Riparian Areas. The 45 

term…and keep water cooler in summer.  If it occurs, uncontrolled grazing removes has the 46 
potential to remove important riparian vegetation.” 47 

 48 
The motion was seconded. 49 
 50 
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The motion carried by the following vote: 1 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 2 
Nays: None (0) 3 
 4 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.820(D)(1), “Type 1 low impact farm or livestock 5 

operations.” 6 
 7 
The motion was seconded. 8 
 9 
Staff and councilmembers discussed identifying level of impact of a farm versus farm 10 

size. 11 
 12 
The motion failed by the following vote: 13 
Ayes: Brenner (1) 14 
Nays: Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 15 
 16 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.820(D)(2)(a), “Type 2 operations are farms that 17 

include, but are not limited to those that exceed one….” 18 
 19 
The motion was seconded. 20 
 21 
The motion carried by the following vote: 22 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 23 
Nays: None (0) 24 
 25 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.830(B)(1), “Only on ongoing agricultural land 26 

where such activities are a demonstrated to be an integral part of the ongoing agriculture 27 
use or part of routine maintenance; and.” 28 

 29 
The motion was seconded. 30 
 31 
Councilmembers and staff discussed defining an active, ongoing agricultural status. 32 
 33 
The motion failed by the following vote: 34 
Ayes: Brenner (1) 35 
Nays: Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 36 
 37 
Browne moved to amend 16.16.830(B)(1), “Only on ongoing agricultural land 38 

where such activities are a demonstrated part of the ongoing a history of legal agriculture 39 
use or part of routine maintenance; and.” 40 

 41 
The motion was seconded. 42 
 43 
Sidhu suggested a friendly amendment to add language, “Other state or federal 44 

rules may apply.” 45 
 46 
Browne accepted the friendly amendment. 47 
 48 
Councilmembers and staff discussed historical uses and how the County is the 49 

State’s enforcement mechanism for the Growth Management Act. 50 
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 1 
Browne withdrew the motion. 2 
 3 
Councilmembers stated they would like more information on the definition of ongoing 4 

agriculture and historical agriculture. 5 
 6 
 7 

8 
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OTHER BUSINESS 1 
 2 
There was no other business. 3 
 4 
 5 

ADJOURN 6 
 7 

The meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 8 
 9 

The Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 10 
 11 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 12 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 13 
 14 
 15 
 16 
______________________________  ______________________________ 17 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 18 
 19 
 20 
 21 
______________________________ 22 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 23 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Committee Of The Whole 2 

 3 
 June 13, 2017 4 
CALL TO ORDER 5 

 6 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. in the Council 7 

Conference Room, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 8 
 9 
ROLL CALL 10 
 11 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Satpal Sidhu, Rud Browne, Barry Buchanan, Ken 12 
Mann, Todd Donovan and Carl Weimer 13 

Absent: None 14 
 15 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 16 
 17 
1. DISCUSSION WITH PUBLIC WORKS STAFF REGARDING A POTENTIAL PROPERTY 18 

ACQUISITION FOR FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT PURPOSES (AB2017-018) 19 
Attorney Present: None 20 
 21 
Buchanan stated that discussion of agenda item one may take place in executive 22 

session pursuant to RCW42.30.110 (1)(b).  Executive session will conclude no later than 23 
2:00 p.m.  If the meeting extends beyond the stated conclusion time, he will step out of the 24 
meeting to make a public announcement. 25 
 26 

Brenner moved to go into executive session until no later than 2:00 p.m. to discuss 27 
the agenda items pursuant to RCW citations as announced by the Council Chair.  The 28 
motion was seconded. 29 

 30 
The motion carried by the following vote: 31 
Ayes:  Sidhu, Brenner, Browne, Buchanan, Mann, Donovan and Weimer (7) 32 
Nays: None (0) 33 
 34 

OTHER BUSINESS 35 
 36 
ADJOURN 37 
 38 

The meeting adjourned at 1:47 p.m. 39 
 40 

The Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 41 
 42 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 43 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 44 
 45 
 46 
______________________________  ______________________________ 47 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 48 
 49 
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 1 
 2 
______________________________ 3 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 4 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Regular County Council Meeting 2 

  3 
June 13, 2017 4 

 5 
CALL TO ORDER 6 
 7 

Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 8 
Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 9 
 10 

 11 
ROLL CALL 12 
 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Ken Mann, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Rud Browne 15 
and Barry Buchanan. 16 

Absent: Todd Donovan. 17 
 18 

 19 
FLAG SALUTE 20 
 21 
 22 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 23 

 24 
 25 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 26 
 27 
1. RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SALE OF A CONSERVATION EASEMENT 28 

(AB2017-178) 29 
 30 
Buchanan opened the public hearing, and hearing no one, closed the public hearing. 31 
 32 
Brenner moved to approve the resolution. 33 
 34 
The motion was seconded. 35 
 36 
The motion carried by the following vote: 37 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 38 
Nays: None (0) 39 
Absent: Donovan (1) 40 
 41 
 42 

2. ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH SPEED LIMITS ON CERTAIN COUNTY ROADS 43 
(AB2017-179) 44 
 45 
Joe Rutan, Public Works Department, gave a staff report and stated the department 46 

agrees with the request. 47 
 48 
Buchanan opened the public hearing, and the following people spoke: 49 
 50 
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David Stritch stated he supports the change in speed limit to make the community 1 
safer. 2 

 3 
Hearing no one else, Buchanan closed the public hearing. 4 
 5 
Mann moved to adopt the ordinance. 6 
 7 
The motion was seconded. 8 
 9 
The motion carried by the following vote: 10 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 11 
Nays: None (0) 12 
Absent: Donovan (1) 13 
 14 

3. ORDINANCE REGARDING ESTABLISHMENT OF SPEED LIMIT ON A PORTION 15 
OF SLATER ROAD (AB2017-180) 16 
 17 
Joe Rutan, Public Works Department, gave a staff report and stated staff supports 18 

the ordinance. 19 
 20 
Buchanan opened the public hearing, and hearing no one, closed the public hearing. 21 
 22 
Mann moved to adopt the ordinance. 23 
 24 
The motion was seconded. 25 
 26 
The motion carried by the following vote: 27 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 28 
Nays: None (0) 29 
Absent: Donovan (1) 30 
 31 

4. PUBLIC HEARING TO GATHER PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE SIZING OF A 32 
PROPOSED NEW WHATCOM COUNTY JAIL (PER RESOLUTION 2017-034, 33 
APPROVED MAY 30, 2017) (AB2017-185A) 34 
 35 
Buchanan opened the public hearing, and the following people spoke: 36 
 37 
Joy Gilfilen submitted and read from a handout (on file) and stated she is opposed to 38 

a new tax and new jail. 39 
 40 
Dena Jensen stated she recommends the jail size remain at its current size, they 41 

must fix the current jail, and invest in the triage center and in measures to prevent and 42 
reduce incarceration. 43 

 44 
Sandy Robson stated do not build a new and bigger jail or pass a sales tax measure 45 

at this time.  Fix the existing jail facility and gather data on the impact of jail reduction 46 
efforts, then plan for a new jail in the future.  Invest in incarceration prevention and 47 
reduction efforts. 48 

 49 
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Amy Glasser stated she agrees with the previous speakers.  They don’t have the 1 
data yet on what they need.  Sell the property reserved for a new jail and invest the funds 2 
in fixing the existing jail.  Invest in incarceration prevention and reduction efforts and 3 
providing services. 4 

 5 
Lisa Farino stated they need mental health treatment, not jails. 6 
 7 
Peter Holcomb stated locking people up corrupts the community. 8 
 9 
Dean Tuckerman stated they don’t need a new jail.  He does not support a sales tax, 10 

because a sales tax is the most regressive tax.   11 
 12 
Alex McLean stated America has more people locked up than any other country.  13 

Invest instead in behavioral health services.  Don’t move the County Seat to the Ferndale 14 
location. 15 

 16 
Marla Bronstein spoke on behalf of Irene Morgan, stating she does not support a new 17 

jail.  Maintain the existing jail.  Invest in jail alternatives.  Do not approve a new sales tax. 18 
 19 
Carole Perry stated they need correct jail data.  Show the people the jail condition 20 

and all the work that has been done. 21 
 22 
Max Perry stated studies have shown that the existing jail can’t be renovated.  He 23 

supports the current proposed size of 440 beds.  He supports the sales tax ballot measure. 24 
 25 
Everett Barton stated they need data before making decisions.  The government is a 26 

corporation, and taxpayers are shareholders. 27 
 28 
Bob Burr stated they must wait until the consultant report is in and a needs 29 

assessment is done.  He does not support the current proposed jail size and location.  30 
Invest in jail alternatives.  He does not support a sales tax ballot measure. 31 

 32 
Dianne Foster stated the public wants a smaller jail located downtown.  Don’t create 33 

a Homeland Security detention center near the border.  Don’t privatize the jail once it’s 34 
developed.   35 

 36 
Clint Lincoln stated he supports getting a current needs analysis and the jail 37 

alternative efforts.  He does not support the proposed location.  Maintain the current jail. 38 
 39 
Amy Malone stated she does not support the proposed new jail or sales tax. They 40 

need more data.  Invest in jail alternatives, prevention, and behavioral health services.  Use 41 
the current sales tax collection to fix the existing jail. 42 

 43 
Eric Lawrence stated he does not support building a new jail.  Invest in behavioral 44 

health services. 45 
 46 
Ronna Loerch stated they don’t have the data necessary to decide an appropriate jail 47 

size.  She does not support the proposed sales tax measure.  Invest in jail prevention, 48 
diversion, and behavioral health services.  She does not support the Ferndale location for 49 
the jail or the County Seat. 50 
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 1 
Charles White stated he does not support a new jail or sales tax.   2 
 3 
Debra David stated she supports increased behavioral health services. 4 
 5 
Deborah Hawley stated she supports behavioral health services for people in the 6 

criminal justice system. 7 
 8 
Mary Kay Robinson stated they need a new jail facility at the proposed new location 9 

right now, for many reasons.  10 
 11 
Chris Freeman stated he is a corrections officer in the current jail.  They need a new 12 

jail for the safety of everyone in the jail.  Increase the size to house the inmates safely.   13 
 14 
Brian Heinrich, Bellingham Mayor’s Office, referenced the jail facilities use agreement 15 

and stated three important points in the agreement are that the new facility includes 16 
medical beds, the advisory board, and the expanded use of greater incarceration 17 
alternatives. 18 

 19 
John Mutchler, Ferndale Mayor, stated he supports the current proposals for a new 20 

jail facility for the safety of the community.  The proposed jail facility use agreement was a 21 
compromise among all the jurisdictions. 22 

 23 
Nicole Kallin stated she is a corrections officer in the current jail.  The current jail is 24 

very dangerous.  She supports a new jail facility. 25 
 26 
Roger Schvettke stated he is opposed to the current proposal for a new jail.  He 27 

supports investment in behavioral health services.   28 
 29 
Andronetta Douglass stated she supports efforts to reduce jail population and to 30 

implement jail diversion efforts.   31 
 32 
Mike Kaufman stated he does not support the proposed jail and sales tax.  The 33 

criminal justice and healthcare systems are the most expensive for society.  He supports the 34 
comments by Joy Gilfilen and the corrections officers.  Invest money in fixing the healthcare 35 
system. 36 

 37 
Ray Baribeau referenced the 2011 Jail Planning Task Force and the current 38 

Incarceration Prevention and Reduction Task Force.  He described similar task forces around 39 
the country.  They don’t know the right jail size.  No matter the size built, they will 40 
eventually outgrow it.  They need a new jail. 41 

 42 
Charlie Storrs stated people don’t need to be locked up at the rate they are in the 43 

United States.  Reduce the jail population.  Wait to get the anticipated reports for more 44 
information on data.   45 

 46 
Jess Barrios, Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office Jail Alternative Work Release Program, 47 

described the current jail alternative programs in the Sheriff’s Office.  Don’t privatize jail 48 
alternatives.  He supports the sales tax ballot measure. 49 

 50 
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Wendy Tarkan stated they can’t predict the correct size of the jail.  They need help 1 
to treat people with behavioral health problems. The current jail is unsafe.   2 

 3 
Dave Charleston stated he is a former jail work crew supervisor.  He agrees with the 4 

comments from Ray Baribeau.  He supports a new jail.   5 
 6 
Daron Smith stated he is a corrections officer in the jail.  The current jail is unsafe.  7 

They need a new facility.  They can engage in restorative justice while developing a new 8 
jail.  He supports a new jail facility and a sales tax ballot issue.  Don’t keep delaying the 9 
problems. 10 

 11 
Matthew Goggins stated he supports the comments from Mary Kay Robinson.  A new 12 

jail is necessary.  Whatcom County incarcerates fewer than similarly-sized counties.  He 13 
supports the proposed sales tax ballot measure.   14 

 15 
Karen Weill stated they need a new jail, but she doesn’t agree with the size or 16 

location.  Tear down and rebuild the current jail.  Reduce jail population. 17 
 18 
Larry Hildes stated the current jail is in terrible shape.  There are problems with jail 19 

management.  The national crime rate is going down.  Don’t build a larger facility.  Keep 20 
mental health out of the jail. 21 

 22 
Keith Fredrikson stated the voters have already spoken.  He is opposed to another 23 

ballot measure.  National crime rates are going down.  He is opposed to the proposed new 24 
jail. 25 

 26 
Patrick Alesse stated make it a property tax, not a sales tax.  He supports a jail 27 

location closer to Bellingham. 28 
 29 
Caleb Erickson stated he is a Sheriff’s Deputy.  The work center was never intended 30 

for its use.  It’s too small and the design is ineffective.  They need more space to implement 31 
new programs and jail alternatives that will benefit the offenders.  He supports the proposed 32 
ballot measure. 33 

 34 
Robert Leib stated he is opposed to building a new jail.  They don’t have data on 35 

local needs.  Consider improvements in the local criminal justice system.  He does not 36 
support the proposed sales tax ballot measure. 37 

 38 
Wendy Harris stated something is wrong with the process.  Get the data before 39 

making decisions.  Follow the proper process. 40 
 41 
Dan McShane stated the existing facility has had little maintenance in the past 20 42 

years.  There needs to be more assurances about funding programs into the future, and 43 
that the proposed new jail facility won’t undermine services. 44 

 45 
Kristin Hanna stated the proposal as it is now isn’t supportable.  Councilmembers 46 

represent the citizens of the county.  Make a wise choice. 47 
 48 
Christina (no last name given) stated she does not support a larger jail.  Instead, 49 

help people improve their lives and stay out of the criminal justice system.   50 
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 1 
Dana Douglas stated the bigger problem is systemic and how they deal with criminal 2 

justice in the community. 3 
 4 
Jessie Worland stated a sales tax will disproportionally fall on lower income people. 5 
 6 
Lindsey McDonald spoke about the opioid epidemic.  There need to be more 7 

behavioral health treatment services in the community for Medicaid patients.   8 
 9 
Hearing no one else, Buchanan closed the public hearing. 10 
 11 
(Clerk’s Note: The Council took a 10-minute break at 9:21 p.m.) 12 
 13 
Councilmembers discussed  the result of the previous ballot measure two years ago, 14 

making progress to reduce the incarceration rate, creating a safe space for people with 15 
mental health problems, finding solutions for behavioral health issues within the healthcare 16 
system instead of the criminal justice system, decisions that impact jail size are not up to 17 
the County, national incarceration rates, appropriate jail size, a multiple-story jail versus a 18 
one-story jail, the proposed sales tax, other funding sources, workplace safety, all the 19 
benefits and increased services to offenders that a new jail would provide, and getting more 20 
information and data from VERA Institute consultants. 21 

 22 
Jack Louws, County Executive, spoke about the cost of remodeling the current jail, 23 

beginning to contract for work in the existing jail, the possibility of sending County inmates 24 
to Yakima, the inability to provide new programs in the existing jail, and that the LaBounty 25 
Road property acquisition was done legally and properly. 26 

 27 
Buchanan stated the next step is to hear from the VERA Institute consultant on July 28 

11, 2017. 29 
 30 
 31 

OPEN SESSION  32 
 33 
The following people spoke: 34 

• Bob Burr spoke about water quality and the proposed Wildwood project. 35 
• Mike Kaufman spoke about the Comprehensive Plan and Cherry Point. 36 
• Matthew Goggins spoke about Cherry Point and BP operations. 37 
• Joy Gilfilen spoke about using the Economic Development Investment (EDI) 38 

fund for capital improvements. 39 
 40 
 41 

CONSENT AGENDA 42 
 43 

Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 44 
moved to approve Consent Agenda items one through four. 45 

 46 
The motion carried by the following vote: 47 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 48 
Nays: None (0) 49 
Absent: Donovan (1) 50 
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 1 
 2 
1. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO GRANT A NON-3 

EXCLUSIVE RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAY EASEMENT ACROSS PARK PROPERTY 4 
TO DEWEY AND JANET HUSTON AT 3315 NORTH SHORE DRIVE (AB2017-5 
188) 6 

 7 
2. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 8 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 9 
COUNTY ROAD ADMINISTRATION BOARD IN ORDER TO RECEIVE RURAL 10 
ARTERIAL PROGRAM (RAP) FUNDING FOR THE EAST SMITH ROAD 11 
PAVEMENT REHABILITATION PROJECT, IN THE AMOUNT OF $549,430 12 
(AB2017-189) 13 

 14 
3. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO AN 15 

INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND THE 16 
WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO CONTINUE TO 17 
REIMBURSE THE COUNTY FOR UP TO FIFTY PERCENT OF THE PREVIOUS 18 
YEAR’S ANNUAL OPERATING DEFICIT INCURRED IN THE OPERATION AND 19 
MAINTENANCE OF THE COUNTY FERRY SYSTEM (AB2017-190) 20 

 21 
4. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 22 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND ADVANCEMENT NORTHWEST 23 
TO PROVIDE “PATHWAYS TO EMPLOYMENT” AND “COMMUNITY ACCESS” 24 
SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL 25 
DISABILITIES (AB2017-191) 26 

 27 
 28 
OTHER ITEMS 29 
 30 
1. ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING WHATCOM COUNTY CODE 31 

CHAPTER 1.18, COURT FINES AND COSTS (AB2017-181) 32 
 33 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 34 

moved to approve the request. 35 
 36 
The motion carried by the following vote: 37 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 38 
Nays: None (0) 39 
Absent: Donovan (1) 40 
 41 

2. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 42 
CREDIT TRANSACTION AGREEMENT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY FLOOD 43 
CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT AND LUMMI NATION WETLAND AND HABITAT 44 
MITIGATION BANK TO SECURE WETLAND MITIGATION CREDITS TO FULFILL 45 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE HIGH CREEK SEDIMENT MANAGEMENT AND FISH 46 
PASSAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, IN THE AMOUNT OF $21,600 (COUNCIL 47 
ACTING AS THE WHATCOM COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT 48 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS) (AB2017-187) 49 
 50 
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Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 1 
moved to approve the request. 2 

 3 
The motion carried by the following vote: 4 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 5 
Nays: None (0) 6 
Absent: Donovan (1) 7 
 8 
 9 

COMMITTEE REPORTS, OTHER ITEMS, AND COUNCILMEMBER UPDATES 10 
 11 

DISCUSSION OF A PROPOSED ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING WHATCOM COUNTY 12 
CODE 2.126, CREATING THE WHATCOM COUNTY BUSINESS AND COMMERCE 13 
COMMITTEE (AB2017-182) 14 

 15 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 16 

moved to approve the concept and forward to the Port of Bellingham for review. 17 
 18 
 19 
The motion carried by the following vote: 20 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 21 
Nays: None (0) 22 
Absent: Donovan (1) 23 
 24 
 25 

OTHER ITEMS 26 
 27 

3. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN FOR WHATCOM 28 
COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATION 29 
AMENDMENTS (AB2017-192) 30 
 31 
Weimer reported for the Planning and Development Committee and moved to 32 

approve the plan. 33 
 34 
The motion carried by the following vote: 35 
Ayes: Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (5) 36 
Nays: Brenner (1) 37 
Absent: Donovan (1) 38 
 39 

4. RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A PETITION TO CREATE THE LUMMI ISLAND PARK 40 
AND RECREATION DISTRICT AND SET A DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 41 
PROPOSAL (AB2017-200) 42 
 43 
Brenner moved to approve the resolution. 44 
 45 
The motion was seconded 46 
 47 
The motion carried by the following vote: 48 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 49 
Nays: None (0) 50 
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Absent: Donovan (1) 1 
 2 

 3 
COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES  4 
 5 
1. APPOINTMENT TO THE NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL BOARD, DISTRICT 4, 6 

APPLICANT: ALEXANDER VONDRELL (AB2017-186) 7 
 8 
Brenner moved to appoint Alexander Vondrell. 9 
 10 
The motion was seconded. 11 
 12 
The motion carried by the following vote: 13 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 14 
Nays: None (0) 15 
Absent: Donovan (1) 16 
 17 
 18 

19 
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EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 1 
 2 
1. REQUEST CONFIRMATION OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S APPOINTMENTS TO 3 

THE WHATCOM COUNTY PUBLIC DEFENSE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (AB2017-4 
193) 5 
 6 
Mann moved to confirm the appointments. 7 
 8 
The motion was seconded 9 
 10 
The motion carried by the following vote: 11 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 12 
Nays: None (0) 13 
Absent: Donovan (1) 14 
 15 
 16 

INTRODUCTION ITEMS  17 
 18 
Weimer moved to accept Introduction Items one through six. 19 
 20 
Mann withdrew item one. 21 
 22 
The motion was seconded 23 
 24 
The motion carried by the following vote: 25 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 26 
Nays: None (0) 27 
Absent: Donovan (1) 28 
 29 

1. ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS 30 
OF THE COUNTY A PROPOSITION AUTHORIZING A LOCAL SALES AND USE 31 
TAX OF TWO-TENTHS OF ONE PERCENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING 32 
FUNDS FOR COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH FINANCING, CONSTRUCTION, 33 
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF JAIL FACILITIES, AND FOR ADULT 34 
CORRECTIONS PROGRAMS, INCLUDING MEDICAL AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 35 
FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS, AND FOR OTHER PUBLIC SAFETY PURPOSES, 36 
ALL PURSUANT TO RCW 82.14.450 (AB2017-194) 37 
 38 
Brenner moved to accept the Introduction Item, but hold discussion until after the 39 

presentation from the VERA Institute consultants on July 11, 2017. 40 
 41 
The motion was seconded. 42 
 43 
Councilmembers discussed not making decisions until they’ve had input from the 44 

public, City of Bellingham, and the VERA Institute consultant and the timing of this item 45 
with other related items. 46 

 47 
Brenner withdrew her motion to accept the Introduction Item. 48 
 49 
Browne moved to hold in Council for two weeks. 50 
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 1 
The motion was seconded. 2 
 3 
The motion carried by the following vote: 4 
Ayes: Mann, Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 5 
Nays: None (0) 6 
Absent: Donovan (1) 7 
 8 

2. ORDINANCE AMENDING WHATCOM COUNTY CODE TITLE 20 ZONING AND 9 
THE WHATCOM COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN RELATING TO CUMULATIVE 10 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE COVERAGE STANDARDS (AB2017-195) 11 

 12 
3. ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE SPEED LIMIT ON A PORTION OF NORTH 13 

SHORE ROAD (AB2017-196) 14 
 15 
4. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WHATCOM COUNTY BUDGET, SIXTH REQUEST, 16 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $572,516 (AB2017-197) 17 
 18 
5. ORDINANCE CLOSING THE 2015 CENTRAL PLAZA IMPROVEMENT FUND 360 19 

(AB2017-198) 20 
 21 
6. RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2017 FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT AND 22 

SUBZONES BUDGET, THIRD REQUEST, IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,000 23 
(COUNCIL ACTING AS THE WHATCOM COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE 24 
DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS) (AB2017-199) 25 

 26 
 27 
COMMITTEE REPORTS, OTHER ITEMS, AND COUNCILMEMBER UPDATES 28 

 29 
Buchanan reported for the Special Committee of the Whole. 30 
 31 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee. 32 
 33 

DISCUSSION WITH PUBLIC WORKS STAFF REGARDING A POTENTIAL PROPERTY 34 
ACQUISITION FOR FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT PURPOSES (AB2017-018) 35 

 36 
Buchanan reported for Committee of the Whole.  He moved to authorize the 37 

County Executive, acting on behalf of the Whatcom County Flood Control Zone District 38 
Board of Supervisors, to execute an option agreement for the property discussed in 39 
executive session. 40 

 41 
The motion was seconded. 42 
 43 
The motion carried by the following vote: 44 
Ayes: Mann, Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 45 
Nays: None (0) 46 
Absent: Donovan (1) 47 
 48 
Brenner reported for the Public Works, Health, and Safety Committee. 49 
 50 
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Weimer reported for the Planning and Development Committee. 1 
 2 

DISCUSSION CONCERNING REQUESTING THE PROSECUTOR MOVE FORWARD WITH 3 
SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR REVIEWING THE COUNCIL’S LEGAL AUTHORITY AND 4 
POLICY OPTIONS RELATED TO LIMITING FOSSIL FUEL EXPORTS (AB2017-201) 5 

 6 
Weimer reported for the Planning and Development Committee and moved to ask 7 

the Prosecutor to move forward as soon as possible with the contract necessary for the 8 
implementation of the study called for in new Comprehensive Plan Policy 2CC-16. 9 

 10 
The motion carried by the following vote: 11 
Ayes: Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (5) 12 
Nays: Brenner (1) 13 
Absent: Donovan (1) 14 
 15 
Councilmembers gave updates on recent activities and upcoming events.  16 
 17 

 18 
ADJOURN 19 
 20 

The meeting adjourned at 10:44 p.m. 21 
 22 
The County Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 23 

 24 
 25 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 26 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 27 
 28 
 29 
 30 
______________________________  ___________________________ 31 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 32 
 33 
 34 
 35 
______________________________ 36 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 37 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Special Committee of the Whole 2 

 3 
 June 27, 2017 4 
 5 
 6 
CALL TO ORDER 7 

 8 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m. in the Council 9 

Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 10 
 11 

 12 
ROLL CALL 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Ken Mann, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd 15 
Donovan, Rud Browne and Barry Buchanan. 16 

Absent: None. 17 
 18 
 19 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION  20 

 21 
1. CONTINUATION OF COUNCIL’S REVIEW OF THE 2016 CRITICAL AREAS 22 

ORDINANCE UPDATE (AB2016-276K) REVIEW OF CERTAIN QUESTIONS, 23 
COMMENTS, AND SUGGESTIONS BY STAFF AND COUNCILMEMBERS RELATED 24 
TO: ARTICLE 5 – CRITICAL AQUIFER RECHARGE AREAS; ARTICLE 8 – 25 
CONSERVATION PROGRAM ON AGRICULTURE LANDS, AND; ARTICLE 9 – 26 
DEFINITIONS 27 
 28 
The following staff answered questions: 29 

• Cliff Strong, Planning and Development Services Department 30 
• Ryan Ericson, Planning and Development Services Department 31 
• George Boggs, Whatcom Conservation District 32 

 33 
Brenner moved for staff reports to list proposed amendments in numerical order by 34 

issue number. 35 
 36 
Councilmembers discussed the format in which the proposed amendments are 37 

presented in the staff report. 38 
 39 
Brenner withdrew the motion. 40 
 41 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.830(B)(1), “Only on ongoing agricultural land 42 

where such activities are a demonstrated to be an integral essential part of the ongoing 43 
agricultural use or part of….” 44 

 45 
The motion was seconded. 46 
 47 
Councilmembers discussed problems when farmers can’t engage in farming 48 

continuously due to unavoidable circumstances, who would determine whether an 49 
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agricultural use is legal, applying this section only to lands in the (CPAL) program, and how 1 
to determine if a farm has lost its legal ability to farm. 2 

 3 
 4 
The motion failed by the following vote: 5 
Ayes: Brenner and Sidhu (2) 6 
Nays: Mann, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 7 
 8 
Browne moved to amend 16.16.830(B), “A conservation farm plan shall not may 9 

authorize may recommend filling, draining, grading, or clearing…1. “Only Except on ongoing 10 
agricultural land with a history of legal agricultural uses and where such activities are a 11 
demonstrated essential part of the ongoing agricultural use or part of….” 12 

 13 
The motion was seconded. 14 
 15 
Councilmembers discussed the need for a definition of the history of legal agricultural 16 

uses to be consistent with State and federal guidelines. 17 
 18 
Browne moved to hold the motion in committee. 19 
 20 
The motion to hold was seconded. 21 
 22 
The motion to hold carried by the following vote: 23 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 24 
Nays: None (0) 25 
 26 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.830(C), “A conservation farm plan shall not 27 

authorize may recommend….” 28 
 29 
The motion was seconded. 30 
 31 
Councilmembers discussed changing the language throughout from “shall not 32 

authorize” to “may recommend.” 33 
 34 
The motion failed by the following vote: 35 
Ayes: Brenner and Sidhu (2) 36 
Nays: Mann, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 37 
 38 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.840(A)(1)(a), “Where structures exist in critical 39 

areas or buffers and cannot be relocated, corrective measures must be taken if necessary to 40 
avoid runoff of pollutants and bacteria to critical areas.” 41 

 42 
The motion was seconded. 43 
 44 
The motion carried by the following vote: 45 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 46 
Nays: Browne (1) 47 
 48 
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Councilmembers discussed the recommendation of the Technical Advisory Committee 1 
to mitigate for temperature changes. 2 

 3 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.840(A)(1), “b. Along regulated streams1, lakes, 4 

ponds, or wetlands: i. Where trees and shrubs already exist, they shall be retained and 5 
managed to preserve the existing functions of the buffer pursuant to the NRCS Conservation 6 
Practice 391, Riparian Forest Buffer”…1Note that ditched channels may or may not meet the 7 
definition of a stream.  See Article 9, Definitions.” 8 

 9 
Councilmembers discussed whether the owner is restricted from getting rid of 10 

invasive vegetation and amending the definition of trees and shrubs, which should not 11 
include invasive species. 12 

 13 
The motion failed by the following vote: 14 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, and Buchanan (3) 15 
Nays: Weimer, Browne, and Donovan (3) 16 
Absent: Mann (out of the room)(1) 17 
 18 
Weimer stated there are hundreds of farms for which they don’t have information on  19 

what they’re doing.  He’s satisfied with the staff’s answer on surface water runoff from 20 
these areas. 21 

 22 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.840(A)(5), “Existing native vegetation within 23 

critical areas and their buffers shall be retained to the extent practicable.” 24 
 25 
The motion was seconded. 26 
 27 
Councilmembers discussed whether vegetation can be changed and replaced when 28 

necessary. 29 
 30 
The motion failed by the following vote: 31 
Ayes: Brenner and Sidhu (2) 32 
Nays: Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (4) 33 
Absent: Mann (out of the room)(1) 34 
 35 
Weimer moved to amend 16.16.840, “A. …designed to assess risk to protect water 36 

quality…7.  Fertilizers Other Than Manure. The rate and timing of fertilizer application shall 37 
not exceed crop requirements or cause surface or groundwater quality degradation.” 38 

 39 
The motion was seconded. 40 
 41 
Councilmembers discussed the possibility of unpredictable weather that could cause 42 

temporary problems and risk assessment as part of the plan. 43 
 44 
Brenner moved to amend the motion, “shall should.”   The motion was not seconded. 45 
 46 
The motion carried by the following vote: 47 
Ayes: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 48 
Nays: Brenner (1) 49 
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Absent: Mann (out of the room)(1) 1 
 2 
Weimer moved to amend 16.16.840(B)(2), “Benchmark conditions are to be 3 

captured and described in the plan, except for critical area aquifers.” 4 
 5 
The motion was seconded. 6 
 7 
Councilmembers discussed the lack of a benchmarking effort for groundwater issues, 8 

the need for groundwater benchmarks for a farm plan, and the farm plan relationship 9 
regarding protection of CARAs and of the status of the groundwater. 10 

 11 
Weimer withdrew his motion. 12 
 13 
Councilmembers discussed whether there are exceptions to Title 180 or sections that 14 

allow different options. 15 
 16 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.840(B)(3). “Except for impacts allowed by this 17 

Title, wetlands Wetlands shall be conserved pursuant to the provisions of Title 180….” 18 
 19 
Councilmembers discussed whether anything is allowed elsewhere in the Title, the 20 

Conservation District methodology for preparing farm plans, grandfathering wetlands 21 
converted to agriculture before 1985 to protect agriculture, and whether the existing 22 
language has clarity. 23 

 24 
The motion was seconded. 25 
 26 
Browne moved to call the question. 27 
 28 
The motion to call the question was seconded. 29 
 30 
The motion to call the question carried by the following vote: 31 
Ayes: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (4) 32 
Nays: Brenner and Donovan (2) 33 
Absent: Mann (out of the room)(1) 34 
 35 
The motion to amend failed by the following vote: 36 
Ayes: Brenner (1) 37 
Nays: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 38 
Absent: Mann (out of the room)(1) 39 
 40 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.840(B)(5), “Where potential significant impacts to 41 

critical areas are identified through a risk assessment, then plans shall be prepared to 42 
mitigate and/or prevent same by:…d. …Developing a plan to mitigate and/or prevent  any 43 
identified risks; and.” 44 

 45 
The motion was seconded. 46 
 47 
The motion carried by the following vote: 48 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 49 
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Nays: None (0) 1 
Absent: Mann (out of the room)(1) 2 
 3 
Brenner moved to amend Table 1 to allow a qualified consultant to prepare farm 4 

plans for Type 2 and 3 operations. 5 
 6 
The motion was seconded. 7 
 8 
Councilmembers discussed requirements to be a planning advisor to do Type 2 and 3 9 

operations compared to the requirements of a qualified consultant. 10 
 11 
Browne moved to call the question.   12 
 13 
The motion was seconded. 14 
 15 

16 
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The motion to call the question carried by the following vote: 1 
Ayes: Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (5) 2 
Nays: Brenner and Donovan (2) 3 
 4 
The motion to amend failed by the following vote: 5 
Ayes: Brenner (1) 6 
Nays: Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (5) 7 
Abstains: Donovan (1) 8 
 9 
Councilmembers discussed companies that do global gap certification for farmers and 10 

consolidating the plan where possible. 11 
 12 
Weimer referenced the staff report and stated he has no more questions on 13 

monitoring and compliance. 14 
 15 
Councilmembers discussed adding definitions for “monitoring” and “qualified 16 

consultant.”   17 
 18 
Brenner moved to define “monitoring” in terms of the CPAL program. 19 
 20 
The motion was seconded. 21 
 22 
(Clerk’s Note: This motion was not voted on.) 23 
 24 
 25 

OTHER BUSINESS 26 
 27 
There was no other business. 28 
 29 
 30 

ADJOURN 31 
 32 

The meeting adjourned at 10:59 a.m. 33 
 34 

The Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 35 
 36 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 37 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 38 
 39 
 40 
 41 
______________________________  ______________________________ 42 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 43 
 44 
 45 
 46 
______________________________ 47 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 48 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Committee Of The Whole 2 

 June 27, 2017 3 
CALL TO ORDER 4 

 5 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. in the Council 6 

Conference Room, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 7 
 8 
ROLL CALL 9 
 10 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Rud Browne, Barry Buchanan, Ken Mann, Todd 11 
Donovan and Carl Weimer 12 

Absent: Satpal Sidhu 13 
 14 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 15 
 16 
1. DISCUSSION WITH CHIEF CIVIL DEPUTY PROSECUTOR DANIEL GIBSON 17 

REGARDING TWO CASES INVOLVING POTENTIAL EXERCISE OF EMINENT 18 
DOMAIN (AB2017-018) 19 

 Attorney Present: Daniel Gibson 20 
 21 
Buchanan stated that discussion of agenda item one may take place in executive 22 

session pursuant to RCW42.30.110 (1)(i).  Executive session will conclude no later than 23 
2:15 p.m.  If the meeting extends beyond the stated conclusion time, he will step out of the 24 
meeting to make a public announcement. 25 
 26 

Browne moved to go into executive session until no later than 2:15 p.m. to discuss 27 
the agenda item pursuant to RCW citations as announced by the Council Chair.  The motion 28 
was seconded. 29 

 30 
The motion carried by the following vote: 31 
Ayes:  Brenner, Browne, Buchanan, Mann, Donovan and Weimer (6) 32 
Nays: None (0) 33 
Absent:  Sidhu (1) 34 
 35 
At 2:15 p.m., Buchanan announced that the meeting is extended to no later than 36 

2:30 p.m. 37 
 38 

OTHER BUSINESS 39 
 40 
ADJOURN 41 
 42 

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 43 
 44 

The Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 45 
 46 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 47 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 48 
 49 
 50 
______________________________  ______________________________ 51 
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Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 1 
 2 
 3 
______________________________ 4 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 5 
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 1 
 2 

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  3 
Special Committee of the Whole 4 

 5 
 June 27, 2017 6 
 7 
 8 
CALL TO ORDER 9 

 10 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 2:35 p.m. in the Council 11 

Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 12 
 13 

 14 
ROLL CALL 15 
 16 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Ken Mann, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd 17 
Donovan, Rud Browne and Barry Buchanan. 18 

Absent: None. 19 
 20 
 21 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION  22 
 23 
1. DISCUSSION OF A LETTER RECEIVED FROM THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM 24 

REGARDING THE PROPOSED NEW WHATCOM COUNTY JAIL (AB2017-185B) 25 
 26 
Scott Korthuis, Lynden Mayor, spoke on behalf of the small city mayors and stated 27 

they support the proposed jail facility financial use agreement (JFFUA).  Put the jail funding 28 
request to the voters. 29 

 30 
Mike Lilliquist, Bellingham City Council President, referenced the letter from the City 31 

Council beginning on packet page 275 and stated the City Council has many concerns and 32 
would like the focus to be on how to reduce incarceration and recidivism.  He read through 33 
and addressed the concerns described in the letter.  Commit to funding jail alternatives 34 
recommended by the Incarceration Prevention and Reduction Task Force and the VERA 35 
Institute consultants. 36 

 37 
Councilmembers and Lilliquist spoke about: 38 

• The Incarceration Prevention & Reduction Task Force Phase 3 report is not 39 
due until after the November election. 40 

• Creating an interlocal agreement among the County and small cities to 41 
commit to funding the IPRTF and VERA Institute recommendations and other 42 
jail reduction efforts. 43 

• Crediting the County for past commitments to prioritize behavioral health and 44 
other medical issues, such as the mental health tax. 45 

• The specificity of the JFFUA as a requirement for the bond market. 46 
• Whether the County is doing enough work on jail diversion programs. 47 
• Whether the best location is at the LaBounty Road location or downtown. 48 

 49 
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Browne submitted and spoke about a substitute ordinance submitting the proposition 1 
to the County voters (on file).   2 

 3 
4 
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Councilmembers continued to discuss the following items: 1 
• Options for funding behavioral health and jail alternative programs 2 
• All the factors that impact jail population and over which the County has no 3 

control 4 
• The features they need in a new jail 5 
• Jail operating costs 6 
• The appropriate jail site 7 

 8 
Lilliquist spoke about the substitute ordinance submitting the proposition to the 9 

County voters from Councilmember Browne. 10 
 11 
The following staff answered questions: 12 

• Jack Louws, County Executive 13 
• Tyler Schroeder, Executive’s Office 14 

 15 
Councilmembers continued to discuss the timing for adopting the JFFUA and the 16 

ordinance approving the ballot proposition, Councilmember Browne’s draft response to the 17 
City Council’s letter, and the possibility of scheduling a special joint meeting of the 18 
Bellingham City Council and County Council. 19 

 20 
John Mutchler, Ferndale Mayor, spoke about the City of Ferndale’s challenges with 21 

the County jail and his support of the JFFUA and a proposed new jail. 22 
 23 
Councilmembers continued to discuss prevention efforts, committing to behavioral 24 

health funding in a separate agreement outside of the JFFUA, and the County’s annual 25 
contribution. 26 

 27 
Joy Gilfilen spoke about options if the voters don’t approve the ballot proposition and 28 

taking people out of the criminal justice system.  Implement alternatives and then evaluate 29 
results before building a new jail. 30 

 31 
Browne moved to introduce the substitute ordinance at the evening meeting. 32 
 33 
The motion was seconded. 34 
 35 
The motion carried by the following vote: 36 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (5) 37 
Nays: Mann and Donovan (2) 38 
 39 
Forrest Longman, Council Legislative Analyst, spoke about what to expect from the 40 

VERA Institute consultants on July 11.  They will not suggest an appropriate jail capacity.  41 
They will provide initial analysis on jail use and provide some early review of basic policy 42 
options that may have an impact on the jail. 43 

 44 
 45 

OTHER BUSINESS 46 
 47 
There was no other business. 48 
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ADJOURN 1 
 2 

The meeting adjourned at 4:02 p.m. 3 
 4 

The Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 5 
 6 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 7 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 8 
 9 
 10 
 11 
______________________________  ______________________________ 12 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 13 
 14 
 15 
 16 
______________________________ 17 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 18 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Regular County Council Meeting 2 

  3 
June 27, 2017 4 

 5 
CALL TO ORDER 6 
 7 

Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 8 
Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 9 
 10 

 11 
ROLL CALL 12 
 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Ken Mann, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd 15 
Donovan, Rud Browne and Barry Buchanan. 16 

Absent: None. 17 
 18 

 19 
FLAG SALUTE 20 
 21 
 22 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 23 

 24 
 25 

MINUTES CONSENT 26 
 27 
Brenner moved to approve Minutes Consent items one and two. 28 
 29 
The motion was seconded. 30 
 31 
The motion carried by the following vote: 32 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 33 
Nays: None (0) 34 
 35 

1. SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR MAY 30, 2017 36 
 37 
2. REGULAR COUNTY COUNCIL FOR MAY 30, 2017 38 
 39 
 40 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 41 
 42 
1. ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE SPEED LIMIT ON A PORTION OF NORTH 43 

SHORE ROAD (AB2017-196) 44 
 45 
Joe Rutan, Public Works Department, gave a staff report on the ordinance and 46 

answered councilmember questions about other options and locations. 47 
 48 
Buchanan opened the public hearing, and the following people spoke: 49 
 50 
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John Campbell stated road signs are necessary for people who are unfamiliar with 1 
the road.  He supports speed reduction to 35 miles per hour and considering other 2 
improvements in the future. 3 

 4 
Hearing no one else, Buchanan closed the public hearing. 5 
 6 
Browne moved to adopt the ordinance. 7 
 8 
The motion was seconded. 9 
 10 
Councilmembers spoke about whether changing speed limits will change behavior, 11 

having several different speed limits on one road, and an error in the ordinance that 12 
indicates the change is to 30 miles per hour, not 35 miles per hour. 13 

 14 
Rutan stated the staff proposes the speed limit be changed to 35 miles per hour.  He 15 

will resubmit a corrected ordinance to the Council. 16 
 17 
Karen Frakes, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, stated that although speed limit in the 18 

ordinance is a typo, the public notice advertised the ordinance changing the speed limit to 19 
30 miles per hour, not 35 miles per hour. 20 

 21 
Browne withdrew his motion to adopt. 22 
 23 
 24 

OPEN SESSION  25 
 26 
The following people spoke: 27 

• Leslie Honcoop spoke about the critical areas review and agriculture. 28 
 29 

Councilmembers discussed farm plans that address parts of the critical areas 30 
ordinance. 31 
 32 

• Ladd Shumway spoke about whether the 4H and Future Farmers of America 33 
(FFA) kids could be exempt from the farm plan requirement and allowing 34 
small farmers with training to do their own farm plan. 35 
 36 

Councilmembers discussed farm plan requirements. 37 
 38 

• Robert Wilson spoke about the impact of the Hirst decision on his property. 39 
• Lindsey Eldred spoke about a possible critical areas ordinance requirement of 40 

the 4H and FFA kids to have a farm plan. 41 
• Larry Helm, Conservation District Chair, whether the 4H and Future Farmers 42 

of America (FFA) kids could be exempt from the farm plan requirement and 43 
needing more staff to complete all the pending farm plans.  44 

• Theresa Sygitowicz, Whatcom County Cattlemen’s Association Board Member, 45 
submitted and read from a handout (on file) regarding agriculture and the 46 
critical areas ordinance. 47 

• Amy Glasser spoke about a proposed new sales tax to pay for a new jail. 48 
• Joy Gilfilen spoke about a proposed new sales tax to pay for a new jail and 49 

the excessive cost of incarceration. 50 
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• Amy Malone spoke about a proposed new sales tax to pay for a new jail and 1 
the possibility of the County seat moving to Ferndale. 2 

• Patrick Alesse spoke about farmers and farm plan requirements. 3 
• Mary Kay Robinson spoke about the proposed new jail. 4 
• Max Perry spoke about the proposed new jail. 5 
• Kristen Hanna spoke about the proposed new jail. 6 
• Carole Perry spoke about the critical areas ordinance 7 

 8 
  9 

CONSENT AGENDA 10 
 11 

Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 12 
moved to approve Consent Agenda items one through six. 13 

 14 
Browne withdrew item six. 15 
 16 
Brenner withdrew item five. 17 
 18 
The motion to approve Consent Agenda items one through four carried by the 19 

following vote: 20 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 21 
Nays: None (0) 22 
 23 

1. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 24 
CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND WORK OPPORTUNITIES TO 25 
PROVIDE “PATHWAYS TO EMPLOYMENT” AND “COMMUNITY ACCESS” 26 
SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL 27 
DISABILITIES (AB2017-206) 28 
 29 

2. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 30 
CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND KULSHAN SUPPORTED 31 
EMPLOYMENT TO PROVIDE “PATHWAYS TO EMPLOYMENT” AND 32 
“COMMUNITY ACCESS” SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS WITH 33 
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES (AB2017-207) 34 

 35 
3. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 36 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND CASCADE CONNECTIONS TO 37 
PROVIDE “PATHWAYS TO EMPLOYMENT” AND “COMMUNITY ACCESS” 38 
SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL 39 
DISABILITIES (AB2017-208) 40 

 41 
4. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 42 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND THE OPPORTUNITY COUNCIL 43 
TO FUND ONE FULL-TIME PROFESSIONAL ON THE OPPORTUNITY COUNCIL’S 44 
HOMELESS OUTREACH TEAM TO CONTACT AND ACT AS CARE COORDINATOR 45 
FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE READY TO ENGAGE IN TREATMENT AND 46 
PROVIDE SUPPORT SERVICES TO PEOPLE WITH OPIATE AND SUBSTANCE 47 
USE DISORDERS WHO REQUIRE A LENGTHIER ENGAGEMENT PROCESS, IN 48 
THE AMOUNT OF $51,000 (AB2017-209) 49 

 50 
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5. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 1 
CONTRACT AMENDMENT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND WHATCOM 2 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT FOR THE LAKE WHATCOM HOMEOWNER 3 
INCENTIVE PROGRAM TO MODIFY THE SCOPE OF WORK AND EXTEND THE 4 
TERM OF THE AGREEMENT, IN THE AMOUNT OF $221,794, FOR A TOTAL 5 
AMENDED CONTRACT AMOUNT OF $271,794 (AB2017-210) 6 

 7 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 8 

moved to approve the request. 9 
 10 
Councilmembers discussed whether it’s appropriate to fund the program from the 11 

flood tax. 12 
 13 
The motion carried by the following vote: 14 
Ayes: Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 15 
Nays: Brenner (1) 16 
 17 

6. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO AN 18 
INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND THE CITY OF 19 
BELLINGHAM TO COORDINATE THE DESIGN AND COST SHARING OF THE 20 
WEST HORTON ROAD EXTENSION, IN THE AMOUNT OF $156,070 (AB2017-21 
211) 22 

 23 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 24 

moved to approve the request. 25 
 26 
The motion carried by the following vote: 27 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 28 
Nays: None (0) 29 
Abstains: Browne (1) 30 
 31 

 32 
OTHER ITEMS 33 
 34 
1. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WHATCOM COUNTY BUDGET, SIXTH REQUEST, 35 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $572,516 (AB2017-197) 36 
 37 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 38 

moved to adopt the ordinance. 39 
 40 
The motion carried by the following vote: 41 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 42 
Nays: None (0) 43 
 44 

2. ORDINANCE CLOSING THE 2015 CENTRAL PLAZA IMPROVEMENT FUND 360 45 
(AB2017-198) 46 
 47 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 48 

moved to adopt the ordinance. 49 
 50 
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The motion carried by the following vote: 1 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 2 
Nays: None (0) 3 
 4 

3. RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2017 FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT AND 5 
SUBZONES BUDGET, THIRD REQUEST, IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,000 6 
(COUNCIL ACTING AS THE WHATCOM COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE 7 
DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS) (AB2017-199) 8 
 9 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 10 

moved to approve the resolution. 11 
 12 
Councilmembers discussed whether it’s appropriate to pay this cost from the flood 13 

fund. 14 
 15 
The motion failed by the following vote: 16 
Ayes: Mann and Sidhu (2) 17 
Nays: Brenner, Donovan, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (5) 18 
 19 
Jack Louws, County Executive,  suggested that the Council reintroduce with payment 20 

from the general fund instead of the flood fund. 21 
 22 

4. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 23 
CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT 24 
AND WHATCOM CONSERVATION DISTRICT TO SUPPORT THE POLLUTION 25 
IDENTIFICATION AND CORRECTION PROGRAM, IN THE AMOUNT OF 26 
$353,366 (COUNCIL ACTING AS THE WHATCOM COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL 27 
ZONE DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS) (AB2017-205) 28 
 29 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 30 

moved to approve the request. 31 
 32 
The motion carried by the following vote: 33 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 34 
Nays: None (0) 35 
 36 
 37 

EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 38 
 39 
1. REQUEST CONFIRMATION OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S RE-APPOINTMENTS 40 

OF JANA FINKBONNER AND JODI SIPES TO THE NORTHWEST SENIOR 41 
SERVICES BOARD (AB2017-212) 42 
 43 
Brenner moved to confirm the appointments. 44 
 45 
The motion was seconded. 46 
 47 
The motion carried by the following vote: 48 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 49 
Nays: None (0) 50 
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 1 
2. REQUEST CONFIRMATION OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S APPOINTMENT OF 2 

SHARI ROBINSON TO THE WHATCOM COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISORY 3 
BOARD (AB2017-213) 4 
 5 
Brenner moved to confirm the appointment. 6 
 7 
The motion was seconded. 8 
 9 
The motion carried by the following vote: 10 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 11 
Nays: None (0) 12 
 13 

3. REQUEST CONFIRMATION OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S APPOINTMENT OF 14 
RAMONA ABBOTT TO THE WHATCOM COUNTY ETHICS COMMISSION 15 
(AB2017-214) 16 
 17 
Donovan moved to confirm the appointment. 18 
 19 
The motion was seconded. 20 
 21 
The motion carried by the following vote: 22 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 23 
Nays: None (0) 24 
 25 
 26 

INTRODUCTION ITEMS  27 
 28 
Browne withdrew item three. 29 
 30 
Mann moved to add the request authorization for the County Executive to 31 

enter into a contract between Whatcom County Flood Control Zone District and 32 
Whatcom Conservation District to support the Pollution Identification and 33 
Correction Program, in the amount of $353,366 (Council acting as the Whatcom 34 
County Flood Control Zone District Board of Supervisors) (AB2017-205), but funded 35 
from the general fund, as item five on the list of Introduction Items. 36 

 37 
The motion to add was seconded. 38 
 39 
The motion carried by the following vote: 40 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 41 
Nays: None (0) 42 
 43 
Sidhu moved to accept Introduction Items one, two, four, and five. 44 
 45 
The motion was seconded. 46 
 47 
The motion carried by the following vote: 48 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 49 
Nays: None (0) 50 
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 1 
1. RESOLUTION VACATING A PORTION OF CHETS ROAD (AB2017-215) 2 
 3 
2. ORDINANCE GRANTING MOBILITIE, LLC, A NON-EXCLUSIVE FRANCHISE 4 

FOR THE PROVISION OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES (AB2017-216) 5 
 6 
3. ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS 7 

OF THE COUNTY A PROPOSITION AUTHORIZING A LOCAL SALES AND USE 8 
TAX OF TWO-TENTHS OF ONE PERCENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING 9 
FUNDS FOR COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH FINANCING, CONSTRUCTION, 10 
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF JAIL FACILITIES, AND FOR ADULT 11 
CORRECTIONS PROGRAMS, INCLUDING MEDICAL AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 12 
FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS, AND FOR OTHER PUBLIC SAFETY PURPOSES, 13 
ALL PURSUANT TO RCW 82.14.450 (AB2017-194) 14 
 15 
Browne moved to introduce a substitute version. 16 
 17 
Sidhu suggested a friendly amendment to amend line 37 on page 2, “…years, 18 

and is expected to shall last until repayment….” 19 
 20 
Browne accepted the friendly amendment. 21 
 22 
Sidhu suggested a friendly amendment to add “…associated with financing, 23 

construction, maintenance,….” to the ballot title. 24 
 25 
Jack Louws, County Executive, stated he will have the Prosecuting Attorney consider 26 

whether they need to add the cost of financing to the ballot title. 27 
 28 
Browne accepted the friendly amendment. 29 
 30 
The motion as amended was seconded. 31 
 32 
Councilmembers discussed whether or not they support the ordinance, reasons the 33 

request didn’t pass the voters a few years ago, the progress the County has made on the 34 
proposal since the previous ballot measure, the benefits of a sales tax over property tax, 35 
whether the Council should decide on behalf of the voters, whether or not they can fix the 36 
existing jail, the ability to expand services with a new jail facility, unfunded mandates, and 37 
whether the LaBounty Road location is or isn’t convenient. 38 

 39 
The motion to introduce the amended substitute carried by the following vote: 40 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, and Weimer (4) 41 
Nays: Donovan, Buchanan, and Mann (3) 42 
 43 

4. RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS FOR THE WHATCOM COUNTY PLANNING 44 
COMMISSION, PARTIAL TERM ENDING 1/31/2019, REPRESENTING 45 
DISTRICT 3, APPLICANTS: JOHN CAMPBELL AND KELLY KRIEGER (THE 46 
PLANNING COMMISSION ASSISTS THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 47 
SERVICES DEPARTMENT IN CARRYING OUT ITS DUTIES, WHICH INCLUDE 48 
HELPING TO PREPARE AND EXECUTE THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND MAKE 49 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADOPTION OF OFFICIAL CONTROLS AND/OR 50 
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AMENDMENTS) (APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR ANY OTHER APPLICANTS TO 1 
THIS VACANCY IS 10 A.M. ON JUNE 30, 2017) (AB2017-204)  2 

 3 
5. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WHATCOM COUNTY BUDGET IN THE AMOUNT 4 

OF $15,000 (AB2017-199A) 5 
 6 
 7 
COMMITTEE REPORTS, OTHER ITEMS, AND COUNCILMEMBER UPDATES 8 

 9 
Buchanan reported for the Special Committee of the Whole meetings. 10 
 11 
Buchanan reported for the Committee of the Whole meeting on the discussion with 12 

Chief Civil Deputy Prosecutor Daniel Gibson regarding two cases involving 13 
potential exercise of eminent domain (AB2017-018) in executive session. 14 

 15 
Browne moved to request the that the Prosecutor’s Office provide the Council with 16 

an update in executive session on pending and potential jail-related litigation. 17 
 18 
Karen Frakes, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, answered questions on whether a 19 

motion and vote is necessary to make the request of the Prosecutor. 20 
 21 
The motion was seconded. 22 
 23 
The motion carried by the following vote: 24 
Ayes: Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 25 
Nays: None (0) 26 
Abstains: Brenner (1) 27 
 28 
Councilmembers discussed potential upcoming agenda items regarding immigration 29 

enforcement and informing staff of critical areas ordinance requirements of 4H and FFA kids.  30 
Councilmembers also gave updates on recent activities and upcoming events.  31 

 32 
 33 

ADJOURN 34 
 35 

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 36 
 37 
The County Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 38 

 39 
 40 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 41 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 42 
 43 
 44 
 45 
______________________________  ___________________________ 46 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 47 
 48 
 49 
 50 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Special Committee of the Whole 2 

 3 
 July 11, 2017 4 
 5 
 6 
CALL TO ORDER 7 

 8 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. in the Council 9 

Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 10 
 11 

 12 
ROLL CALL 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Ken Mann, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd 15 
Donovan, and Barry Buchanan. 16 

Absent: Rud Browne 17 
 18 

The motion carried by the following vote: 19 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 20 
Nays: None (0) 21 
Absent: Browne (1) 22 

 23 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION  24 
 25 
1. CONTINUATION OF COUNCIL’S REVIEW OF THE 2016 CRITICAL AREAS 26 

ORDINANCE UPDATE (AB2016-276K) REVIEW OF CERTAIN QUESTIONS, 27 
COMMENTS, AND SUGGESTIONS BY STAFF AND COUNCILMEMBERS RELATED 28 
TO: ARTICLE 5 – CRITICAL AQUIFER RECHARGE AREAS, ARTICLE 8 – 29 
CONSERVATION PROGRAM ON AGRICULTURE LANDS, AND ARTICLE 9 – 30 
DEFINITIONS 31 
 32 
The following staff answered questions: 33 

• Cliff Strong, Planning and Development Services Department 34 
• George Boggs, Conservation District 35 
• Mark Personius, Planning and Development Services Department 36 

 37 
Councilmembers and staff discussed whether self-certification is appropriate for Type 38 

2 and Type 3 farm plans. 39 
 40 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.860(A), “A. The technical administrator…for Type 1 41 

conservation farm plans or if the for any plan that is prepared by….” 42 
 43 
The motion was seconded. 44 
 45 
The motion failed by the following vote: 46 
Ayes: Brenner (1) 47 
Nays: Mann, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 48 
Absent: Browne (1) 49 
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 1 
 2 
Brenner moved to amend to create a definition for “imminent threat” as shown in 3 

section 16.16.860(B), “…believe that there is an imminent threat to public health….”  4 
 5 
The motion was seconded. 6 
 7 
Councilmembers discussed section 16.16.860(B) and defining imminent threat. 8 
 9 
Weimer moved to call the question. 10 
 11 
The motion was seconded. 12 
 13 
The motion to call the question carried by the following vote: 14 
Ayes: Mann, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 15 
Nays: Brenner (1) 16 
Absent: Browne (1) 17 
 18 
The motion to amend failed by the following vote: 19 
Ayes: Brenner (1) 20 
Nays: Mann, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 21 
Absent: Browne (1) 22 
 23 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.860(D), “Agricultural operations shall cease to be 24 

in compliance with this Article, and a new or revised conservation farm plan will be required 25 
when the technical administrator determines with detailed written findings that any of the 26 
following has occurred:…3. When substantial changes…b. Result either in an increased a 27 
direct discharge or substantial potential discharge of pollution to surface or ground water, 28 
or….” 29 

 30 
The motion was seconded. 31 
 32 
Councilmembers and staff discussed the level of detail in written findings if requested 33 

by an applicant.  Strong stated section .254 defines detailed written findings, and it covers 34 
everything. 35 

 36 
Brenner withdrew the motion.   37 
 38 
Weimer described his questions regarding public disclosure of farm plans.  He would 39 

like certain information public to give the Council, the public, and Planning staff a sense of 40 
whether they’re making progress in closing the gap between 100 and 1,500 farm plans.  He 41 
moved to amend 16.16.870(B), “Provided, that the County will collect summary 42 
information related to the address and parcel numbers general location of a farming 43 
enterprise covered by the farm plan, the nature of the farming activity and the specific best 44 
management practices to be implemented during the conservation farm plan review 45 
process, the number of acres included, and the date of the last compliance review.  This 46 
information, along with a map that shows parcels covered by approved farm plans, will be 47 
made easily and publicly available on the county’s website.  The summary information shall 48 
be provided….” 49 
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 1 
The motion was seconded. 2 
 3 
Councilmembers and staff discussed what information can be released to the public, 4 

how to measure the County’s progress in creating farm plans for farmers, and allowing staff 5 
to propose alternative language. 6 

 7 
Brenner moved to hold in Committee so staff can propose alternate language. 8 
 9 
The motion to hold was seconded. 10 
 11 
The motion to hold in Committee carried by the following vote: 12 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 13 
Nays: None (0) 14 
Absent: Browne (1) 15 
 16 
Strong stated the term “actively farmed” is not used and they may delete the 17 

definition. 18 
 19 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.900 and delete the definition of “actively farmed.” 20 
 21 
The motion was seconded. 22 
 23 
The motion to hold in Committee carried by the following vote: 24 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 25 
Nays: None (0) 26 
Absent: Browne (1) 27 
 28 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.900, to amend the definition of “Agricultural 29 

activities,” “…or improved areas.  Neither the construction of new structures nor activities 30 
that bring an a new non-ongoing agricultural area into agricultural use are not considered 31 
agricultural activities.” 32 

 33 
Councilmembers and staff discussed how the Conservation Program on Agriculture 34 

Lands (CPAL) program was developed for ongoing agriculture; whether or not they should 35 
continue to delete the term “ongoing” throughout the program, which would make it 36 
applicable to all agriculture and which was never the intent of the program; and allowing 37 
staff to propose alternative language that is clearer. 38 

 39 
Brenner amended her motion and moved to hold in Committee to allow staff to 40 

propose alternative language. 41 
 42 
The motion to hold was seconded. 43 
 44 
The motion to hold in Committee carried by the following vote: 45 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 46 
Nays: None (0) 47 
Absent: Browne (1) 48 
 49 
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Councilmembers discussed changing “aquifer susceptibility” and “aquifer 1 
vulnerability” to one definition that uses both terms. 2 

 3 
Brenner moved to hold in Committee to get clarification from State law. 4 
 5 
The motion to hold in Committee was seconded. 6 
 7 
The motion to amend failed by the following vote: 8 
Ayes: Brenner (1) 9 
Nays: Mann, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 10 
Absent: Browne (1) 11 
 12 
Brenner moved to combine the definitions of “aquifer susceptibility” and “aquifer 13 

vulnerability” to one definition that uses both terms. 14 
 15 
The motion was seconded. 16 
 17 
The motion to amend failed by the following vote: 18 
Ayes: Brenner (1) 19 
Nays: Mann, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 20 
Absent: Browne (1) 21 
 22 
Brenner moved to delete the definition of “cumulative impact.” 23 
 24 
The motion was seconded. 25 
 26 
Councilmembers and staff discussed how this is part of the Shoreline Management 27 

Plan and the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). 28 
 29 
The motion to amend failed by the following vote: 30 
Ayes: Brenner (1) 31 
Nays: Mann, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 32 
Absent: Browne (1) 33 
 34 
Brenner moved to amend the definition of “Geologically hazardous areas,” “…or 35 

other geological events are may not be suited to the siting of….” 36 
 37 
The motion was seconded. 38 
 39 
Councilmembers discussed whether the amended language would limit or expand the 40 

power of the decision-makers and the definition being from the Revised Code of Washington 41 
(RCW). 42 

 43 
The motion to amend failed by the following vote: 44 
Ayes: Brenner and Donovan (2) 45 
Nays: Mann, Sidhu, Buchanan, and Weimer (4) 46 
Absent: Browne (1) 47 
 48 
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Brenner stated she doesn’t like the definition of “ongoing agriculture” and would like 1 
to hold this proposed amendment with the other amendments regarding ongoing 2 
agriculture. 3 

 4 
Councilmembers asked staff to provide a summary of all the Council’s changes about 5 

the CPAL program and ongoing agriculture. 6 
 7 
Councilmembers discussed the square footage in the “reasonable use” definition, 8 

which has been moved to the Reasonable Use section and about the baseline data to know 9 
whether the critical areas ordinance is working to protect critical areas. 10 

 11 
 12 

OTHER BUSINESS 13 
 14 
There was no other business. 15 
 16 
 17 

ADJOURN 18 
 19 

The meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 20 
 21 

The Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 22 
 23 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 24 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 25 
 26 
 27 
 28 
______________________________  ______________________________ 29 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 30 
 31 
 32 
 33 
______________________________ 34 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 35 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Special Committee of the Whole 2 

 3 
 July 11, 2017 4 
 5 
 6 
CALL TO ORDER 7 

 8 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. in the Council 9 

Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 10 
 11 

 12 
ROLL CALL 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Ken Mann, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd 15 
Donovan, Rud Browne and Barry Buchanan. 16 

Absent: None. 17 
 18 
 19 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION – COUNCIL CHAMBERS  20 
 21 
1. PRESENTATION FROM VERA INSTITUTE ON PRELIMINARY DATA ANALYSIS 22 

AND RECOMMENDATIONS (AB2017-203)  23 
 24 
The following VERA Institute for Justice consultants presented and read from a 25 

presentation (on file): 26 
• Liz Swavola, Senior Program Associate 27 
• Kristi Riley, Program Associate 28 
• Stephen Roberts, Senior Research Associate 29 

 30 
The consultants answered questions: 31 

• How the Council, compared to the courts and prosecutor, can influence 32 
changes to the population  33 

• The number of admissions by race 34 
• How many holds in other jurisdictions are residents of Whatcom County 35 
• Excluding information on holds from other jurisdiction, because those policies 36 

are decided by other jurisdictions 37 
• Risk assessment criteria 38 
• Reviewing data on people who are waiting to serve their sentence, but can’t 39 

due to overcrowding 40 
• Lack of pretrial services 41 
• Enhanced jail facilities, such as programming areas and mental health beds 42 
• The impact of the consultant reports on the ballot measure to increase sales 43 

tax to fund a new jail 44 
• Whether or not they are proposing a “mega-jail” 45 
• Pre-trial versus post-sentencing data 46 
• Collecting better data 47 
• The future of incarceration technology 48 

 49 
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Jeff Parks, Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office, referenced an email to Council dated 1 
today and stated the Sheriff’s staff is working with the consultants on certain topics to refine 2 
the information presented by the consultants in their memo. 3 

 4 
2. PRESENTATION OF INITIAL PHASE III REPORT OF THE INCARCERATION 5 

PREVENTION AND REDUCTION TASK FORCE (AB2017-202)  6 
 7 
Jack Hovenier, Incarceration Prevention and Reduction Task Force Co-Chair, spoke 8 

about the mission of the Task Force and how well it’s functioned in the two years since it 9 
was formed.  He reported on the Triage Facility Subcommittee of the full Task Force. 10 

 11 
Jill Bernstein, Incarceration Prevention and Reduction Task Force Co-Chair, continued 12 

the presentation.  She spoke about the benefits of having the VERA consultants to do data 13 
analysis and map the system, collecting better data, and how the County Council can impact 14 
jail population through policy changes.  She reported on the work of the Legal and Justice 15 
Systems and the Behavioral Health Subcommittees.  She answered questions about 16 
alternatives to bail. 17 

 18 
Anne Deacon, Health Department, answered questions about funding for operation of 19 

the triage facility. 20 
 21 
Councilmembers thanked the Task Force members for their excellent work. 22 
 23 
 24 

DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL – COUNCIL CHAMBERS 25 
 26 
1. DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATION ON A DRAFT MEMORANDUM OF 27 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM 28 
REGARDING COMMITMENT TO INCARCERATION REDUCTION AND 29 
PREVENTION (AB2017-194A) 30 
 31 
Tyler Schroeder, County Executive’s Office, referenced and gave a staff report on a 32 

substitute memorandum of agreement (MOA).  The Bellingham City Council approved the 33 
MOA unanimously. 34 

 35 
Browne moved to recommend approval of the substitute to the full Council.  The 36 

motion was seconded. 37 
 38 
The motion carried by the following vote: 39 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 40 
Nays: None (0) 41 
 42 
 43 

COMMITTEE DISCUSSION – COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM 44 
 45 
1. UPDATE FROM LEGAL COUNSEL ON PENDING AND POTENTIAL JAIL-46 

RELATED LITIGATION (AB2017-018) 47 
 48 
Buchanan stated that discussion of this agenda item may take place in executive 49 

session pursuant to RCW42.30.110 (1)(i).  Executive session will conclude no later than 50 
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7:00 p.m.  If the meeting extends beyond the stated conclusion time, he will step out of the 1 
meeting to make a public announcement. 2 
 3 

Browne moved to go into executive session until no later than 7:00 p.m. to discuss 4 
the agenda items pursuant to RCW citations as announced by the Council Chair.  The 5 
motion was seconded. 6 

 7 
The motion carried by the following vote: 8 
Ayes:  Sidhu, Brenner, Browne, Buchanan, Mann, Donovan and Weimer (7) 9 
Nays: None (0) 10 
 11 
 12 

OTHER BUSINESS 13 
 14 

There was no other business. 15 
 16 

ADJOURN 17 
 18 

The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 19 
 20 

The Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 21 
 22 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 23 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 
______________________________  ______________________________ 28 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 29 
 30 
 31 
 32 
______________________________ 33 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 34 

 
Special Committee of the Whole (PM), 7/11/2017, Page 3 

286300



WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Regular County Council Meeting 2 

  3 
July 11, 2017 4 

 5 
CALL TO ORDER 6 
 7 

Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 8 
Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 9 
 10 

 11 
ROLL CALL 12 
 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Ken Mann, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd 15 
Donovan, Rud Browne and Barry Buchanan. 16 

Absent: None. 17 
 18 

 19 
FLAG SALUTE 20 
 21 
 22 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 23 

 24 
Buchanan announced there are two vacancies on the Lummi Island Ferry Advisory 25 

Committee. 26 
 27 
 28 

MINUTES CONSENT 29 
 30 
Donovan moved to approve Minutes Consent items one through three. 31 
 32 
The motion was seconded. 33 
 34 
The motion carried by the following vote: 35 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 36 
Nays: None (0) 37 
 38 

1. SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR MAY 16, 2017 39 
 40 
2. REGULAR COUNTY COUNCIL FOR MAY 16, 2017 41 
 42 
3. SURFACE WATER WORK SESSION FOR MAY 23, 2017 43 
 44 
 45 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 46 

 47 
Browne announced there is no campaigning on County property per Revised Code of 48 

Washington (RCW) 42.52.180. 49 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 1 
 2 
1. PUBLIC HEARING ON A PROPOSAL TO CREATE THE LUMMI ISLAND PARK 3 

AND RECREATION DISTRICT (PROPOSAL OFFICIALLY RECEIVED BY 4 
COUNCIL ON JUNE 13, 2017) (AB2017-200) 5 
 6 
Buchanan opened the public hearing, and the following people spoke: 7 
 8 
Steve Clift stated he would like to know about increased police support, emergency 9 

services, and accommodations for off-islanders that may be necessary for the park and 10 
recreation district. 11 

 12 
Janice Holms spoke on behalf of volunteers who put together this petition.  She 13 

described the community outreach they’ve done for the community.  She supports putting 14 
this on the November ballot. 15 

 16 
Hearing no one else, Buchanan closed the public hearing. 17 
 18 
Buchanan stated no action is necessary at this time.  An ordinance will be introduced 19 

later in the meeting. 20 
 21 

2. ORDINANCE AMENDING WHATCOM COUNTY CODE TITLE 20 ZONING AND 22 
THE WHATCOM COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN RELATING TO CUMULATIVE 23 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE COVERAGE STANDARDS (AB2017-195) 24 
 25 
Gary Davis, Planning and Development Services Department, submitted and read 26 

from a presentation (on file) and gave a staff report. He answered questions on the original 27 
calculations and whether this is for new development or projects. 28 

 29 
Buchanan opened the public hearing, and hearing no one, closed the public hearing. 30 
 31 
Councilmembers discussed the effect of the limit. 32 
 33 
Weimer moved to refer to the Council’s Planning Committee. 34 
 35 
The motion was seconded. 36 
 37 
The motion carried by the following vote: 38 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 39 
Nays: Sidhu (1) 40 
 41 
 42 

OPEN SESSION  43 
 44 
The following people spoke: 45 

• Christopher Deile spoke about the proposed memorandum of agreement 46 
(MOA) regarding commitment to incarceration reduction and prevention 47 
(AB2017-194A) and the proposed ordinance submitting to the voters a local 48 
sales and use tax (AB2017-194). 49 
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• Lisa McShane spoke about the proposed ordinance submitting to the voters a 1 
local sales and use tax (AB2017-194). 2 

• Michael Lilliquist spoke about the proposed ordinance submitting to the voters 3 
a local sales and use tax (AB2017-194), the jail financing agreement, and 4 
determining an appropriate size for the proposed new jail. 5 

• Everett Barton spoke about the membership of the Incarceration Prevention 6 
and Reduction Task Force. 7 

• Josh Ceretti spoke about a proposed new jail and the proposed ordinance 8 
submitting to the voters a local sales and use tax (AB2017-194). 9 

• Robert Leed submitted handouts (on file) and spoke about the proposed 10 
ordinance submitting to the voters a local sales and use tax (AB2017-194). 11 

• Unidentified speaker spoke about the proposed new jail. 12 
• Max Perry spoke about the proposed new jail. 13 
• Carole Perry spoke about the proposed new jail. 14 
• Kristin Hannah spoke about the proposed new jail. 15 
• Roger Shetke spoke about the proposed new jail. 16 

 17 
 18 

CONSENT AGENDA 19 
 20 

Mann reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and moved 21 
to approve Consent Agenda items one through four. 22 

 23 
The motion was seconded. 24 
 25 
The motion carried by the following vote: 26 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 27 
Nays: None (0) 28 

 29 
1. REQUEST APPROVAL FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO AWARD BID #17-41 30 

AND ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH LOW BIDDER FOSS MARITIME 31 
COMPANY FOR THE ANNUAL DRYDOCKING, REPAIR, AND MAINTENANCE OF 32 
THE WHATCOM CHIEF FERRY, IN THE AMOUNT OF $446,251.64 (AB2017-33 
217) 34 

 35 
2. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 36 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND SERVICE ALTERNATIVES, 37 
INC. TO PROVIDE “PATHWAYS TO EMPLOYMENT” AND “COMMUNITY 38 
ACCESS” SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL 39 
DISABILITIES (AB2017-218) 40 

 41 
3. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 42 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND THE ARC OF WHATCOM 43 
COUNTY TO PROVIDE “INFORMATION, EDUCATION AND FAMILY SUPPORT” 44 
TO INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, THEIR FAMILY 45 
MEMBERS, AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC, IN THE AMOUNT OF $134,669 46 
(AB2017-219) 47 

 48 
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4. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 1 

CONTRACT AMENDMENT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND VAN NESS 2 
FELDMAN, LLP TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE ON-CALL LEGAL SERVICES 3 
RELATING TO ACCOMMODATING THE WASHINGTON SUPREME COURT’S 4 
DECISION IN WHATCOM COUNTY V. WESTERN WASHINGTON GROWTH 5 
MANAGEMENT HEARING BOARD, IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,000, FOR A TOTAL 6 
AMENDED AMOUNT OF $50,000 (AB2017-220) 7 

 8 
 9 
OTHER ITEMS 10 
 11 
1. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WHATCOM COUNTY BUDGET, SEVENTH 12 

REQUEST, IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,000 (AB2017-199A) 13 
 14 
Mann reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and moved 15 

to adopt the ordinance. 16 
 17 
The motion carried by the following vote: 18 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, and Buchanan (5) 19 
Nays: Weimer and Donovan (2) 20 
 21 

2. APPROVAL OF A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN WHATCOM 22 
COUNTY AND THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM REGARDING COMMITMENT TO 23 
INCARCERATION REDUCTION AND PREVENTION (AB2017-194A) 24 
 25 
Buchanan reported for the Special Committee of the Whole and moved to approve 26 

the substitute Memorandum of Agreement. 27 
 28 
Michael Lilliquist, Bellingham City Council Member, stated these additional monies 29 

would be used to expand existing programs or create new programs. 30 
 31 
Councilmembers discussed improving the entire justice system, enhancing and 32 

creating new behavioral health programs, and all the jurisdictions collaborating on a 33 
compromise. 34 

 35 
Jack Louws, County Executive, answered questions about the amount paid for the 36 

LaBounty Road property. 37 
 38 
The motion carried by the following vote: 39 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 40 
Nays: None (0) 41 
 42 

3.  ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR SUBMISSION TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF 43 
THE COUNTY A PROPOSITION AUTHORIZING A LOCAL SALES AND USE TAX 44 
OF TWO TENTHS OF ONE PERCENT FOR PUBLIC SAFETY PURPOSES, 45 
INCLUDING THE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH FINANCING, CONSTRUCTION, 46 
MAINTENANCE, AND OPERATION OF JAIL FACILITIES, AND 47 
INCARCERATION PREVENTION PROGRAMS, INCLUDING MEDICAL AND 48 
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BEHAVIORAL HEALTH FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS, ALL PURSUANT TO RCW 1 
82.14.450 (AB2017-194) 2 
 3 
Browne moved to adopt the ordinance. 4 
 5 
The motion was seconded. 6 
 7 
Jack Louws, County Executive, answered questions on the difference in cost of the 8 

proposed new Whatcom County jail and the new Skagit County jail. 9 
 10 
Councilmembers discussed ensuring a cost-effective project, an appropriate number 11 

of dedicated behavioral health and medical jail beds, whether the jail facilities use 12 
agreement among the jurisdictions would have to be amended if they change the jail size, 13 
the difference between budgeted costs and actual costs, national policies and trends, 14 
whether the question should be given to the voters to decide, saving money through the 15 
design and construction phases, problems with the current jail, incorporating programs for 16 
therapy animals and gardening at the jail location, reducing the number of pretrial inmates, 17 
the City Council vote on this issue, extra expenses if they delay building a new jail, and a 18 
different model that puts jail operation and administration under a department of 19 
corrections. 20 

 21 
The motion carried by the following vote: 22 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, and Weimer (4) 23 
Nays: Donovan, Mann, and Buchanan (3) 24 
 25 
 26 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES  27 
 28 
1.  APPOINTMENT TO FILL VACANCY ON THE WHATCOM COUNTY PLANNING 29 

COMMISSION REPRESENTING DISTRICT 3, FOR A PARTIAL TERM ENDING 30 
1/31/2019, APPLICANTS: JOHN CAMPBELL, LARRY HELM, KELLY KRIEGER, 31 
AND WILLIAM DOMINIC MOCERI  (AB2017-204) 32 
 33 
Donovan moved to consider the late application of George Bock.   34 
 35 
(Clerk’s Note: The motion was not seconded.) 36 
 37 
Councilmembers Browne and Mann stated they will vote against the motion because 38 

the Council rules require an application to be submitted a week before the meeting to 39 
enable the councilmembers to do research and make inquiries and to talk to the applicant if 40 
they wish.   41 

 42 
The motion carried by the following vote: 43 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 44 
Nays: Browne and Mann (2) 45 
 46 
Browne nominated all applicants.  The nomination was seconded. 47 
 48 
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Browne stated he encourages Mr. Bock to apply again and submit his application 1 
before the deadline. 2 

 3 
Councilmembers Browne, Mann, Sidhu, Donovan, and Buchanan voted for William 4 

Dominic Moceri. 5 
 6 
Councilmember Weimer voted for Kelly Krieger. 7 
 8 
Councilmember Brenner voted for Larry Helm. 9 
 10 
The Council appointed William Dominic Moceri. 11 
 12 
 13 

14 
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EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 1 
 2 
1. REQUEST CONFIRMATION OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S RE-APPOINTMENT 3 

OF BAOZHEN LUO TO THE NORTHWEST SENIOR SERVICES BOARD (AB2017-4 
221) 5 
 6 
Donovan moved to confirm the appointments. 7 
 8 
The motion was seconded. 9 
 10 
The motion carried by the following vote: 11 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 12 
Nays: None (0) 13 
 14 
 15 

INTRODUCTION ITEMS  16 
 17 
Browne moved to accept the Introduction Items, including a substitute for 18 

Introduction Item 5. 19 
 20 
The motion was seconded. 21 
 22 
The motion carried by the following vote: 23 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 24 
Nays: None (0) 25 
 26 

1. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WHATCOM COUNTY BUDGET, EIGHTH 27 
REQUEST, IN THE AMOUNT OF $851,061 (AB2017-222) 28 

 29 
2. RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2017 FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT AND 30 

SUBZONES BUDGETS, THIRD REQUEST, IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,000 31 
(COUNCIL ACTING AS THE WHATCOM COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE 32 
DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS) (AB2017-199B) 33 

 34 
3. ORDINANCE ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO WHATCOM COUNTY CODE TITLE 35 

20 ZONING, RELATING TO THE WAIVER OF SPACING REQUIREMENTS 36 
BETWEEN MARIJUANA PRODUCTION FACILITIES AND COMMUNITY 37 
CENTERS IN THE RURAL, AGRICULTURE, AND RURAL FORESTRY DISTRICTS, 38 
AND AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF COMMUNITY CENTER (AB2017-223) 39 

 40 
4. ORDINANCE REGARDING ESTABLISHMENT OF SPEED LIMIT ON A PORTION 41 

OF THE NORTH SHORE ROAD (AB2017-196A) 42 
 43 
5. ORDINANCE ORDERING AN ELECTION TO DETERMINE THE FORMATION OF 44 

THE LUMMI ISLAND PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT (AB2017-200A) 45 
 46 
 47 
COMMITTEE REPORTS, OTHER ITEMS, AND COUNCILMEMBER UPDATES 48 
 49 
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Buchanan reported for the two Special Committee of the Whole meetings. 1 
 2 
Mann reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee. 3 
 4 
Weimer reported as a member of the Northwest Clean Air Agency on getting an 5 

updated report from the agency.   6 
 7 
Tyler Schroeder, Executive’s Office, answered questions on potential State legislature 8 

action to resolve water resources issues from the Hirst Decision and expiration of the 9 
interim ordinance.  He will provide the Council an update at its meeting in August. 10 

 11 
Karen Frakes, Prosecutor’s Office, answered questions on the compliance date. 12 
 13 
Councilmembers gave updates on recent activities and upcoming events.  14 
 15 

 16 
ADJOURN 17 
 18 

The meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 19 
 20 
The County Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 21 

 22 
 23 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 24 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 25 
 26 
 27 
 28 
______________________________  ___________________________ 29 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 30 
 31 
 32 
 33 
______________________________ 34 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 35 
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Whatcom County Council 1 
Surface Water Work Session 2 

 3 
July 18, 2017 4 

 5 
CALL TO ORDER 6 

 7 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. in the Civic 8 

Center Garden Level Conference Room, 322 Commercial Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 9 
 10 
 11 
ROLL CALL 12 
 13 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Satpal Sidhu, Barry Buchanan, Todd Donovan and 14 
Carl Weimer 15 

Absent: Ken Mann and Rud Browne 16 
 17 
 18 

SURFACE WATER WORK SESSION (AB2017-024) 19 
 20 

1. WATER PLANNING UPDATE 21 
 22 
Gary Stoyka, Public Works Department, updated the Council on the Planning Unit 23 

meeting regarding the Hirst Decision, water funding, Geneva Consulting contract 24 
deliverables, and the next meeting.  The Planning Unit will ask Council to take a more active 25 
role in implementation of the watershed management plan. 26 

 27 
Stoyka updated the Council on the Watershed Management Board meeting regarding 28 

the role of the Board. 29 
 30 
The following people answered questions: 31 

• Linda Twitchell, Planning Unit member 32 
• Steve Jilk, Watershed Management Team member 33 
• Jon Hutchings, Public Works Department  34 

 35 
Councilmembers discussed the ultimate goal of water planning; establishing funding 36 

to focus on accomplishments; collaborating on water issues with Canadian officials, with 37 
whom they share a watershed; and getting input from the water stakeholders on funding 38 
and level of service. 39 

 40 
2. FLOOD CODE UPDATE 41 

 42 
Paula Harris, Public Works Department, submitted and read from a presentation.  43 

She answered questions on creating a glossary of acronyms and definitions of various 44 
technical terms; crawlspace requirements; the process for adopting the changes; and 45 
regulations and federal flood insurance. 46 

 47 
The following people answered questions: 48 

• Travis Bouma, Public Works Department 49 
• David Radabaugh, Department of Ecology 50 
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3. LAKE WHATCOM COMPREHENSIVE STORMWATER PLAN UPDATE 1 

 2 
Kirk Christensen, Public Works Department, gave a staff report on the plan update.  3 

The update will come to the Council for approval in a couple of months. 4 
 5 
John Lenth, Herrera Environmental Consultants Project Manager, submitted and read 6 

from a presentation (on file).  7 
 8 
Colleen Mitchell, Herrera Environmental Consultants Senior Engineer, continued the 9 

presentation. 10 
 11 
Councilmembers, staff, and the consultants discussed who pays for the damage 12 

being done to the lake, subsidizing homeowner programs versus telling homeowners to 13 
clean up their phosphorous, contribution to lake phosphorous based on a model versus a 14 
measurement, evolving materials and technology, and whether they will separate projects 15 
by impacts from private property. 16 

 17 
 18 

ADJOURN 19 
 20 

The meeting adjourned at 12:02 p.m. 21 
 22 

The Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 23 
 24 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 25 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 26 
 27 
 28 
 29 
______________________________  ______________________________ 30 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 31 
 32 
 33 
 34 
______________________________ 35 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 36 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Special Committee of the Whole 2 

 3 
 July 25, 2017 4 
 5 
 6 
CALL TO ORDER 7 

 8 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. in the Council 9 

Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 10 
 11 

 12 
ROLL CALL 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd Donovan, Rud 15 
Browne and Barry Buchanan. 16 

Absent: Ken Mann. 17 
 18 
 19 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION 20 
 21 
1. PRESENTATION OF A GOVERNOR’S 2017 SMART COMMUNITIES AWARD TO 22 

WHATCOM COUNTY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES (AB2017-231) 23 
 24 
Anne Fritzel, Washington State Department of Commerce, presented the Planning 25 

and Development Services Department with the 2017 Smart Communities Award for the 26 
2016 update of Whatcom County’s Comprehensive Plan.   27 

 28 
 29 

COMMITTEE DISCUSSION  30 
 31 
1. CONTINUATION OF COUNCIL’S REVIEW OF THE 2016 CRITICAL AREAS 32 

ORDINANCE UPDATE (AB2016-276K) REVIEW OF CERTAIN QUESTIONS, 33 
COMMENTS, AND SUGGESTIONS BY STAFF AND COUNCILMEMBERS RELATED 34 
TO: ARTICLE 8 – CONSERVATION PROGRAM ON AGRICULTURE LANDS AND 35 
ARTICLE 9 – DEFINITIONS 36 
 37 
The following staff answered questions: 38 

• Cliff Strong, Planning and Development Services Department 39 
• Ryan Ericson, Planning and Development Services Department 40 
• George Boggs, Conservation District 41 
• Matt Mahaffie, Planning and Development Services Department 42 

 43 
Councilmembers discussed setting a formal deadline for councilmembers to submit 44 

new proposed amendments. 45 
 46 
Weimer moved that any new proposed amendments brought forward by 47 

councilmembers after this meeting be held until after the public hearing. 48 
 49 
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The motion was seconded. 1 
 2 

3 
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The motion carried by the following vote: 1 
Ayes: Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (4) 2 
Nays: Brenner and Sidhu (2) 3 
Absent: Mann (1) 4 
 5 
(Clerk’s Note: The Committee took a 15-minute break at 9:50 a.m.) 6 
 7 
Councilmembers discussed items one and two in the Council packet, sections 8 

16.16.860(C) and 16.16.900. 9 
 10 
Browne moved to accept staff’s recommended change to amend section 16.16.900 11 

Definitions, “ ‘Agricultural Activities’ means those activates directly pertaining to the 12 
production of crops or livestock, including, but not limited to: cultivation; harvest; grazing; 13 
animal waste storage and disposal; fertilization; the operation and maintenance of farm and 14 
stock ponds or drainage ditches, irrigation systems, and canals; and normal maintenance, 15 
repair, or operation of existing serviceable structures, facilities, or improved areas. Neither 16 
the construction of new structures nor Activities that bring an a new, non-ongoing 17 
agricultural area into agricultural use are not considered agricultural activities The 18 
construction of new structures or activities that bring a new, non-ongoing agricultural area 19 
into agricultural use, are not considered agricultural activities.” 20 

 21 
The motion was seconded. 22 
 23 
Councilmembers discussed whether the amendment is confusing and the intent of 24 

the definition. 25 
 26 
Brenner moved to amend the motion, “…are not considered ongoing agricultural 27 

activities.”   28 
 29 
The motion was seconded. 30 
 31 
Councilmembers and staff continued to discuss how they use the phrases “ongoing 32 

agriculture” or “history of legal agriculture”; grandfathered versus new agriculture; 33 
conversion of agricultural land; applying these regulations only to critical areas, not all 34 
agricultural areas; structural conservation practices as a listed agricultural activity; allowing 35 
conservation structures that provide a net conservation benefit; keeping the definitions 36 
within the framework of the CPAL program; and the Food Security Act and the Clean Water 37 
Act, which govern wetlands. 38 

 39 
Brenner withdrew her motion and moved to amend the motion to include “history 40 

of legal agricultural use.”  The motion was not seconded. 41 
 42 
Browne moved to call the question.   43 
 44 
The motion to call the question was seconded. 45 
 46 
The motion to call the question carried by the following vote: 47 
Ayes: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (4) 48 
Nays: Donovan and Brenner (2) 49 
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Absent: Mann (1) 1 
 2 

3 
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The motion to amend carried by the following vote: 1 
Ayes: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (4) 2 
Nays: Donovan and Brenner (2) 3 
Absent: Mann (1) 4 
 5 
Councilmembers discussed broadening the CPAL program to all agriculture. 6 
 7 
Browne moved address the proposed amendments to change the definitions and 8 

return to the discussion of using ongoing agriculture.  This motion was not seconded. 9 
 10 
Councilmembers and staff discussed using definitions in the federal regulations. 11 
 12 
Browne moved to amend the definition of ongoing agriculture:   13 

“‘Ongoing agriculture’ means those activities conducted on lands 14 
defined in RCW 84.34.020(2), and those activities involved in the production 15 
of crops and livestock, including, but not limited to, operation and 16 
maintenance of existing farm and stock ponds or drainage ditches, irrigation 17 
systems, changes between agricultural activities, and maintenance or repair 18 
of existing serviceable structures and facilities. Activities that bring an area 19 
into agricultural use are not part of an ongoing activity. Unless the idle land is 20 
registered in a federal or state soils conservation program An an operation 21 
ceases to be ongoing when the area on which it was conducted has been 22 
converted to a nonagricultural use, or has lain idle for more than five 23 
consecutive years it meets the criteria for Abandonment under the Food 24 
Security Act (7 CFR Section 12.33 (c)), and the criteria for receiving an 25 
exemption under the Food Security Act § 12.5(b)(1)(iii) has not been met, 26 
then such land is considered to be abandoned when the land meets the 27 
wetland criteria of the Food Security Act § 12.31. unless that idle land is 28 
registered in a federal or state soils conservation program.” 29 
 30 
The motion was seconded. 31 
 32 
Councilmembers and staff discussed components of critical areas not related to the 33 

Food Safety Act, the benefits of using the term “ongoing agriculture,” allowing staff to 34 
review the proposed new language to avoid problems experienced in Clallam Count,; and 35 
avoiding a five-year limit when defining abandonment. 36 

 37 
Browne withdrew the motion so that staff can do further review. 38 
 39 
Weimer moved to revert back to the use of “ongoing agriculture.”   40 
 41 
The motion was seconded.  42 
 43 
Councilmembers and staff continued to discuss how to refine the definition of what is 44 

ongoing agriculture.  45 
 46 
The motion carried by the following vote: 47 
Ayes: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 48 
Nays: Brenner (1) 49 
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Absent: Mann (1) 1 
 2 
Councilmembers discussed the impact of completely removing the definition of 3 

“ongoing agriculture,” and providing information to the public on whether or not a farm has 4 
a farm plan. 5 

 6 
Weimer moved to amend 16.16.870(B), “Provided, that the County will collect all 7 

summary information that is determined not to be exempt from public disclosure per RCW 8 
42.56.610 and make it publicly available on the county’s website. The summary information 9 
shall be provided…of a conservation farm plan.”  10 

 11 
The motion was seconded. 12 
 13 
Browne suggested a friendly amendment, “…website. No farm plans will be 14 

made public.” 15 
 16 
Weimer accepted the friendly amendment, “Provided, that the County will collect 17 

all summary information that is determined not to be exempt from public disclosure per 18 
RCW 42.56.610 and make it publicly available on the county’s website. No farm plans will 19 
be made public.  The summary information shall be provided…of a conservation farm plan.” 20 

 21 
Councilmembers and staff discussed the objective of capturing information and 22 

whether presenting it to the public has a legitimate basis for insuring the County has an 23 
effective program for protecting critical areas; what kind of information is allowed or 24 
prohibited from being made public.  25 

 26 
Weimer withdrew his motion and moved to amend 16.16.870(B) by deleting the 27 

first sentence and replacing it with, “Provided that on the county’s website, information 28 
about which farms have approved farm plans, and when the last compliance review was 29 
conducted.  The summary information shall be….” 30 

 31 
The motion was seconded. 32 
 33 
Sidhu suggested a friendly amendment that no farm plans will be made public. 34 
 35 
Weimer accepted the friendly amendment. 36 
 37 
Linda Twitchell stated she would like to know what the County hopes to gain by 38 

making it public which farms have farm plans and which don’t have farm plans.  39 
 40 
Dannon Traxler, agricultural groups representative, stated they strongly oppose this 41 

proposed language.  Staff needs to talk to legal counsel.  The proposal could be exempt 42 
from disclosure under the Public Records Act.  The County doesn’t have the authority to 43 
broaden disclosure. 44 

 45 
Councilmembers continued to discuss whether and how the language should include 46 

compliance information and whether the CPAL program has made an impact on water 47 
quality. 48 

 49 
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Weimer amended his motion, “Provided, that the County will collect summary 1 
information related to the general location of a farming enterprise, the nature of the farming 2 
activity, the specific best management practices to be implemented during the conservation 3 
review process.  The summary information shall be provided by the farm operator and his or 4 
her designee…approval of the plan.  Provide on the county’s website information about 5 
which farms have approved farm plans and the date the plan was accepted. Plans shall also 6 
be subject to disclosure….”   7 

 8 
Fred Likkel stated they should be careful about saying whether or not a farm plan is 9 

current. 10 
 11 
The motion was seconded. 12 
 13 
The motion carried by the following vote: 14 
Ayes: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 15 
Nays: Brenner (1) 16 
Absent: Mann (1) 17 
 18 
 19 

OTHER BUSINESS 20 
 21 
There was no other business. 22 
 23 
 24 

ADJOURN 25 
 26 

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 27 
 28 

The Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 29 
 30 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 31 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 32 
 33 
 34 
 35 
______________________________  ______________________________ 36 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 37 
 38 
 39 
 40 
______________________________ 41 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 42 
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 1 
 2 

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  3 
Committee Of The Whole 4 

 5 
 July 25, 2017 6 
 7 
CALL TO ORDER 8 

 9 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m. in the Council 10 

Conference Room, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 11 
 12 

 13 
ROLL CALL 14 
 15 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Satpal Sidhu, Rud Browne, Barry Buchanan, Todd 16 
Donovan and Carl Weimer 17 

Absent: Ken Mann 18 
 19 
 20 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 21 
 22 
1. UPDATE ON NEGOTIATIONS AND STRATEGY PLANNING REGARDING COLLECTIVE 23 

BARGAINING (AB2017-018N)  24 
 Attorney Present: None 25 

 26 
2. CONTINUED DISCUSSION AND CONSULTATION WITH CHIEF CIVIL DEPUTY DAN 27 

GIBSON IN THE MATTER OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR VARIOUS PROJECT-RELATED 28 
EASEMENTS (AB2017-018O) 29 

 Attorney Present: Dan Gibson 30 
 31 
Buchanan stated that discussion of agenda item one may take place in executive 32 

session pursuant to RCW42.30.140 (4)(a) and discussion of agenda item two may take 33 
place in executive session pursuant to RCW42.30.110 (1)(i).  Executive session will 34 
conclude no later than 1:45 p.m.  If the meeting extends beyond the stated conclusion 35 
time, he will step out of the meeting to make a public announcement. 36 
 37 

Browne moved to go into executive session until no later than 1:45 p.m. to discuss 38 
the agenda items pursuant to RCW citations as announced by the Council Chair.  The 39 
motion was seconded. 40 

 41 
The motion carried by the following vote: 42 
Ayes:   Sidhu, Brenner, Browne, Buchanan, and Donovan (5) 43 
Nays:  None (0) 44 
Absent:  Mann and Weimer (out of the room) (2) 45 
 46 
At 1:45 p.m., Buchanan announced the executive session is extended to no later 47 

than 2:00 p.m. 48 
 49 
 50 
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OTHER BUSINESS 1 
 2 

3 
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ADJOURN 1 
 2 

The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 3 
 4 

The Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 5 
 6 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 7 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 8 
 9 
 10 
 11 
______________________________  ______________________________ 12 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 13 
 14 
 15 
 16 
______________________________ 17 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 18 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Regular County Council Meeting 2 

  3 
July 25, 2017 4 

 5 
CALL TO ORDER 6 
 7 

Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 8 
Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 9 
 10 

 11 
ROLL CALL 12 
 13 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd Donovan, Rud 14 
Browne and Barry Buchanan. 15 

Absent: Ken Mann. 16 
 17 
 18 

FLAG SALUTE 19 
 20 
 21 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 22 

 23 
 24 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 25 
 26 
1. ORDINANCE ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO WHATCOM COUNTY CODE TITLE 27 

20 ZONING, RELATING TO THE WAIVER OF SPACING REQUIREMENTS 28 
BETWEEN MARIJUANA PRODUCTION FACILITIES AND COMMUNITY 29 
CENTERS IN THE RURAL, AGRICULTURE, AND RURAL FORESTRY DISTRICTS, 30 
AND AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF COMMUNITY CENTER (AB2017-223) 31 
 32 
Gary Davis, Planning and Development Services Department, submitted a corrected 33 

ordinance without the scrivener’s error in the finding. 34 
 35 
Buchanan opened the public hearing, and the following person spoke: 36 
 37 
Ezra Eickmeyer, Agape Research, spoke on behalf of an applicant for a buffer waiver. 38 
 39 
Hearing no one else, Buchanan closed the public hearing. 40 
 41 
Brenner moved to adopt the substitute ordinance. 42 
 43 
The motion was seconded. 44 
 45 
Councilmembers discussed what happens if a community center changes ownership. 46 
 47 
The motion carried by the following vote: 48 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 49 
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Nays: None (0) 1 
Absent: Mann (1) 2 
 3 

2. ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE SPEED LIMIT ON A PORTION OF THE 4 
NORTH SHORE ROAD (AB2017-196A) 5 
 6 
Buchanan opened the public hearing, and the following person spoke: 7 
 8 
Duane Duxbury submitted and read from a handout (on file) and stated the speed 9 

limit should be less than 35 miles per hour. 10 
 11 
Hearing no one else, Buchanan closed the public hearing. 12 
 13 
Brenner moved to hold in Council to get more information from staff about the 14 

possibility of lowering the speed limit even more. 15 
 16 
The motion was seconded. 17 
 18 
The motion carried by the following vote: 19 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 20 
Nays: None (0) 21 
Absent: Mann (1) 22 
 23 

3. RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR SUBMISSION TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF 24 
WHATCOM COUNTY, AT AN ELECTION TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 7, 2017, 25 
AN ADVISORY BALLOT SEEKING CITIZEN INPUT REGARDING THE USE OF 26 
EMINENT DOMAIN BY PIPELINE COMPANIES TO TAKE PROPERTY RIGHTS 27 
FROM PRIVATE LANDOWNERS FOR USE IN OIL AND GAS PIPELINES IN 28 
WHATCOM COUNTY (AB2017-233)  29 
 30 
Donovan reported on the reason for the proposed resolution. 31 
 32 
Buchanan opened the public hearing, and the following people spoke: 33 
 34 
Amy Glasser stated she supports the resolution. 35 
 36 
Tyson Green, Williams Northwest Pipeline, spoke about the benefits of their energy 37 

services and efforts to work with the community. 38 
 39 
Everett Barton stated the Tribes should be responsible for working with Cherry Point.  40 

People who own property may have problems in light of the Hirst Decision. 41 
 42 
Ana Rae Miller stated she supports the resolution. 43 
 44 
Lynn Murphy, Puget Sound Energy, spoke about their natural gas customers in other 45 

counties who rely on existing pipelines and the company’s policy of negotiating with 46 
landowners for just compensation.   47 

 48 
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Pam Brady, BP Cherry Point, stated she is concerned about the resolution because it 1 
will be contrary to the public’s interest in pipeline safety.  She is opposed to the resolution 2 
due to unintended consequences and the lack of stakeholder input. 3 

 4 
Jack McBride stated the resolution is worthwhile in general.  Washington law allows 5 

eminent domain by private companies, but eminent domain is based on public use and 6 
need.  Make a distinction between a public use and private use. 7 

 8 
Mike Sennet stated he is opposed to transshipment of gas or oil from Canada 9 

through Whatcom County to foreign exports. 10 
 11 
Hearing no one else, Buchanan closed the public hearing. 12 
 13 
Donovan moved to approve the resolution. 14 
 15 
The motion was seconded. 16 
 17 
Councilmembers discussed public versus private use of eminent domain, the existing 18 

Washington State law for the use of eminent domain, whether this resolution targets 19 
businesses at Cherry Point, protecting people from government overreach, the safety of 20 
pipelines compared to trains and trucks, using eminent domain for private profit as opposed 21 
to the public good, whether the County has any jurisdiction over eminent domain, and 22 
shipping unrefined fuel out of the county.  23 

 24 
Brenner moved to amend the resolution to apply it to all eminent domain purposes 25 

private and public, not just one particular business sector.  The entire resolution would say 26 
that the Whatcom County Council opposes eminent domain for any reason. 27 

 28 
The motion to amend was seconded. 29 
 30 
The motion to amend failed by the following vote: 31 
Ayes: Brenner (1) 32 
Nays: Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (4) 33 
Abstains: Browne (1) 34 
Absent: Mann (1) 35 
 36 
Browne stated he abstained because he owns property that is under consideration by 37 

a pipeline impacted by the resolution. 38 
 39 
Sidhu moved to amend to change “oil pipelines” to “for profit purposes.” 40 
 41 
The motion was seconded. 42 
 43 
The motion to amend failed by the following vote: 44 
Ayes: Sidhu (1) 45 
Nays: Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (3) 46 
Abstains: Browne and Brenner (2) 47 
Absent: Mann (1) 48 
 49 
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Weimer moved to amend line 43, the eighth Whereas statement, “misuse.” 1 
 2 
The motion was seconded. 3 
 4 
The motion to amend carried by the following vote: 5 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 6 
Nays: None (0) 7 
Abstains: Browne (1) 8 
Absent: Mann (1) 9 
 10 
Weimer moved to amend the first Whereas statement, “geopolitical.” 11 
 12 
The motion was seconded. 13 
 14 
Councilmembers discussed who authored the resolution. 15 
 16 
The motion to amend carried by the following vote: 17 
Ayes: Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (4) 18 
Nays: None (0) 19 
Abstains: Browne and Brenner (2) 20 
Absent: Mann (1) 21 
 22 
Councilmembers discussed the Council’s lack of authority on eminent domain or 23 

pipeline approval processes and educating the public on those processes, educating the 24 
public, and the State’s eminent domain laws that are specific to pipelines.  25 

 26 
Sidhu suggested a friendly amendment to get rid of the fourth Whereas 27 

statement and remove all the company names.   28 
 29 
Donovan accepted the friendly amendment. 30 
 31 
The motion to approve the resolution as amended failed by the following vote: 32 
Ayes: Sidhu, Buchanan, and Donovan (3) 33 
Nays: None (0) 34 
Abstains: Weimer, Brenner, and Browne (3) 35 
Absent: Mann (1) 36 
 37 
Weimer stated he abstained due to conflict of interest from his work on pipeline 38 

issues and because he just signed a contract to review pipeline safety in the state of 39 
Washington. 40 

 41 
 42 

OPEN SESSION  43 
 44 
The following people spoke: 45 

• Chris Deile spoke about court-ordered religious substance abuse treatment 46 
versus secular substance abuse treatment. 47 

• Joseph Feldman spoke about religion. 48 
 49 
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 1 
OTHER ITEMS 2 
 3 
1. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2017 WHATCOM COUNTY BUDGET, EIGHTH 4 

REQUEST, IN THE AMOUNT OF $851,061 (AB2017-222) 5 
 6 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 7 

moved to adopt the ordinance. 8 
 9 
Brenner moved to amend to remove the Homeowner Incentive Program (HIP) 10 

funding from the stormwater fund. 11 
 12 
The motion was seconded. 13 
 14 
Councilmembers discussed the purpose of the program, regulations versus incentives 15 

for landowners, funding mechanisms for controlling stormwater around Lake Whatcom, the 16 
HIP funding request having no net impact on the County budget, whether or not they should 17 
pay people to not pollute, and using the money to educate people instead of paying people 18 
to do the work.  19 

 20 
The motion to amend failed by the following vote: 21 
Ayes: Brenner (1) 22 
Nays: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 23 
Absent: Mann (1) 24 
 25 
The motion to adopt carried by the following vote: 26 
Ayes: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 27 
Nays: Brenner (1) 28 
Absent: Mann (1) 29 
 30 

2. RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2017 FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT AND 31 
SUBZONES BUDGETS, THIRD REQUEST, IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,000 32 
(COUNCIL ACTING AS THE WHATCOM COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE 33 
DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS) (AB2017-199B) 34 
 35 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 36 

moved to approve the resolution. 37 
 38 
The motion carried by the following vote: 39 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, and Buchanan (4) 40 
Nays: Donovan and Weimer (2) 41 
Absent: Mann (1) 42 
 43 

3. ORDINANCE ORDERING AN ELECTION TO DETERMINE THE FORMATION OF 44 
THE LUMMI ISLAND PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT (AB2017-200A) 45 
 46 
Donovan moved to adopt the ordinance. 47 
 48 
The motion was seconded. 49 
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 1 
Councilmembers discussed how this vote is a formality. 2 
 3 
The motion carried by the following vote: 4 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 5 
Nays: None (0) 6 
Absent: Mann (1) 7 

 8 
4. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO SERVE ON THE PRO AND CON STATEMENT 9 

WRITING COMMITTEES FOR THE SALES AND USE TAX FOR PUBLIC SAFETY 10 
PURPOSES PROPOSITION (AB2017-194B)  11 
 12 
Donovan moved to appoint all three volunteers for the Pro Statement Committee: 13 

Jon Mutchler, Scott Korthuis, and Gene Knutson. 14 
 15 
The motion was seconded. 16 
 17 

18 
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The motion carried by the following vote: 1 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 2 
Nays: None (0) 3 
Absent: Mann (1) 4 
 5 
Browne nominated all four volunteers the Con Statement Committee: Josh 6 

Cerretti, Joy Gilfilen, Doug Starcher, and Dan McShane. 7 
 8 
The motion carried by the following vote: 9 
Cerretti: Brenner, Buchanan, Sidhu, Weimer (4) 10 
Gilfilen: Browne, Donovan, Weimer (3) 11 
Starcher: Brenner, Browne, Buchanan, Donovan, Sidhu, Weimer (6) 12 
McShane: Brenner, Browne, Buchanan, Donovan, Sidhu (5) 13 
Absent: Mann (1) 14 
 15 
The Council appointed Josh Cerretti, Doug Starcher, and Dan McShane to the Con 16 

Statement Committee. 17 
 18 

5. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO SERVE ON THE PRO AND CON STATEMENT 19 
WRITING COMMITTEES FOR THE PROPOSAL TO FORM THE LUMMI ISLAND 20 
PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT (AB2017-200B) 21 
 22 
Donovan moved to appoint all three Pro Statement Committee volunteers: Randy 23 

Smith, Tamia Sorensen, and Ian Kirouac. 24 
 25 
The motion was seconded. 26 
 27 
The motion carried by the following vote: 28 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 29 
Nays: None (0) 30 
Absent: Mann (1) 31 
 32 
Browne nominated all four volunteers. 33 
 34 
The nomination was seconded. 35 
 36 
Shornick: Sidhu (1) 37 
Dunn: Weimer, Browne, Buchanan, Brenner, Donovan, Sidhu (6) 38 
Morrissey: Weimer, Browne, Buchanan, Brenner, Donovan, Sidhu (6) 39 
Lee: Weimer, Browne, Buchanan, Brenner, Donovan (5) 40 
Absent: Mann (1) 41 
 42 
The Council appointed Patricia Dunn, Michele Morrissey, and Wynne Lee to the Con 43 

Statement Committee. 44 
 45 

6. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO SERVE ON THE PRO AND CON STATEMENT 46 
WRITING COMMITTEES FOR THE PROPOSITION REGARDING THE USE OF 47 
EMINENT DOMAIN BY PIPELINE COMPANIES TO TAKE PROPERTY RIGHTS 48 
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FROM PRIVATE LANDOWNERS FOR USE IN OIL AND GAS PIPELINES IN 1 
WHATCOM COUNTY (AB2017-233) (AB2017-233A) 2 
 3 
This item was not discussed. 4 
 5 
 6 

EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 7 
 8 
1. COUNTY EXECUTIVE REQUESTS CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS TO THE 9 

NEW BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE (AB2017-228) 10 
 11 
Donovan moved to confirm the appointments. 12 
 13 
The motion was seconded. 14 
 15 
The motion carried by the following vote: 16 
Ayes: Brenner, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 17 
Nays: None (0) 18 
Absent: Sidhu (out of the room) and Mann (1) 19 
 20 
 21 

INTRODUCTION ITEMS  22 
 23 
Brenner moved to accept Introduction Items one and two. 24 
 25 
The motion was seconded. 26 
 27 
The motion carried by the following vote: 28 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 29 
Nays: None (0) 30 
Absent: Mann (1) 31 
 32 

1. RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS FOR THE WHATCOM COUNTY BOARD OF 33 
EQUALIZATION (BOE), REPRESENTING DISTRICT 2, TERM ENDING 34 
1/31/2020, APPLICANT:  JOHN BRUTON (THE BOE ENSURES ALL 35 
PROPERTIES ARE VALUED AT FAIR MARKET VALUE) (APPLICATION 36 
DEADLINE FOR ANY OTHER APPLICANTS TO THIS VACANCY IS 10 A.M. ON 37 
AUGUST 1, 2017) (AB2017-224) 38 

 39 
2. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WHATCOM COUNTY BUDGET, NINTH REQUEST, 40 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $148,625 (AB2017-229) 41 
 42 
3. ORDINANCE ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO WHATCOM COUNTY CODE TITLE 43 

20 ZONING, EXEMPTING PUBLIC COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND COMMUNITY 44 
CENTERS FROM LOT COVERAGE LIMITS IN THE RESIDENTIAL RURAL (RR), 45 
RURAL (R), AND POINT ROBERTS TRANSITIONAL ZONE (TZ) DISTRICTS 46 
(AB2017-230) 47 

 48 
This item was withdrawn from the agenda. 49 
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 1 
 2 
COMMITTEE REPORTS, OTHER ITEMS, AND COUNCILMEMBER UPDATES 3 
 4 

Buchanan reported for the Special Committee of the Whole and the Committee of the 5 
Whole meetings. 6 

 7 
Brenner reported for the Public Works, Health, and Safety Committee. 8 
 9 
Weimer reported for the Planning and Development Committee.  He moved to 10 

schedule a discussion in committee with Public Works staff about funding sources for Lake 11 
Whatcom programs. 12 

 13 
The motion was seconded. 14 
 15 
The motion passed by general consent. 16 
 17 
Brenner stated she would like to request the Executive come forward to the Natural 18 

Resources Committee with a solution about recent complaints from a property owner 19 
regarding problems from beaver dams. 20 

 21 
The motion was seconded. 22 
 23 
The motion passed by general consent. 24 
 25 
Sidhu stated they need to continue discussion of the proposed Business Advisory 26 

Committee. 27 
 28 
Councilmembers discussed why the word “jail” isn’t in the ballot title for the sales 29 

and use tax ballot measure. 30 
 31 
Buchanan moved to request that the Prosecutor’s Office include the word “jail” in 32 

the ballot measure. 33 
 34 
The motion was seconded. 35 
 36 
The motion carried by the following vote: 37 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 38 
Nays: None (0) 39 
Absent: Mann (1) 40 
 41 

 42 
ADJOURN 43 
 44 

The meeting adjourned at 8:51 p.m. 45 
 46 
The County Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 47 

 48 
 49 
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ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 1 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 2 
 3 
 4 
 5 
______________________________  ___________________________ 6 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 7 
 8 
 9 
 10 
______________________________ 11 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 12 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 1 
Board of Health 2 

 3 
August 1, 2017 4 

 5 
CALL TO ORDER 6 
 7 

Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. in the 8 
Council Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 9 

 10 
 11 

ROLL CALL 12 
 13 

Present: Barry Buchanan, Barbara Brenner, Rud Browne, Todd Donovan, Satpal 14 
Sidhu, and Carl Weimer 15 

Absent:  Ken Mann  16 
 17 
 18 
1. PUBLIC SESSION 19 

 20 
No one spoke. 21 
 22 

2. DIRECTOR/HEALTH OFFICER REPORT 23 
 24 
Greg Stern, Health Officer, reported on local laboratory changes when Peace Health 25 

lab was acquired by Quest and problems with data sharing to providers.  The entire system 26 
of healthcare in the community is having to be restructured due to the lack of data 27 
coordination from changes to this one piece of the system. 28 

 29 
Regina Delahunt, Health Department Director, reported on the State operating 30 

budget and money for foundational public health services from the State operational 31 
budget; increasing capacity in communicable disease services with the additional operating 32 
funds; the delay in State adoption of the capital budget; building problems at the State 33 
Street facility; the public health accreditation annual report regarding the Health 34 
Department’s performance management system; the Women, Infant, Children (WIC) 35 
Program low caseload and other service delivery options in the community; a study of 36 
barriers to Health Department services; and an effort by the North Sound Behavioral Health 37 
Organization to consider early integration of medical care and Medicaid sooner than the 38 
2020 deadline. 39 

 40 
She answered questions on the possibility of having an excise tax for solid waste 41 

funding, the source of odor problems at the State Street facility, the reason for the low 42 
caseloads for the WIC program statewide, the possibility of providing WIC services at the 43 
East County Regional Resource Center, how the WIC program is funded based on population 44 
and caseload, and whether a decline could be related to the federal policy stance on 45 
undocumented workers. 46 

 47 
3. PROPOSAL FOR ACCOUNTABLE COMMUNITIES OF HEALTH (ACH) BOARD 48 

MEMBER  49 
 50 
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Delahunt stated the County Council needs to nominate a councilmember or appoint 1 
Human Services Manager Anne Deacon to serve on the Board. 2 

 3 
Browne moved to appoint Anne Deacon as the Council representative. 4 
 5 
The motion was seconded. 6 
 7 
Councilmembers and staff discussed whether there is value to having a 8 

councilmember on the ACH Board or attend the meeting; whether each county has the 9 
same number of representatives, despite population; and other regional areas in the state.  10 

 11 
The motion carried by the following vote: 12 
Ayes: Brenner, Donovan, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 13 
Nays: None (0) 14 
Absent: Mann (1) 15 
 16 

4. PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD (PHAB) UPDATE 17 
 18 
Sue Sullivan, Public Health Advisory Board Vice-Chair, updated the Board on the 19 

recent July meeting focus on childcare.  There were three topics.  The first is regarding the 20 
cost of childcare. The second is that many childcare providers are living in poverty.  The 21 
third is that returning veterans who use their GI Bill and have children are under stress 22 
because the GI Bill doesn’t cover the cost of childcare.  The first recommendation is to 23 
advocate for reducing veteran barriers.  The second recommendation is to bring the issue 24 
forward to the Whatcom County economic development partners, such as the Chamber of 25 
Commerce or Choose Whatcom project. 26 

 27 
Liz Harmon-Craig, Health Department, answered questions. 28 
 29 
Councilmembers and staff discussed the ability for people to get their college 30 

degrees online using the GI Bill; whether the federal government has any initiative to do 31 
what it is recommending; whether there are other models for creative and cooperative 32 
childcare options, besides federal and state funding; and including Whatcom Community 33 
College and Bellingham Technical College in the survey. 34 

 35 
Weimer moved to send the letter as shown on Board packet page 5. 36 
 37 
The motion was seconded. 38 
 39 
The motion carried by the following vote: 40 
Ayes: Brenner, Donovan, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (6) 41 
Nays: None (0) 42 
Absent: Mann (1) 43 
 44 
Astrid Newell, Health Department, reported on the recommendation to reach out to 45 

community partners about childcare issues and businesses. 46 
 47 
David Webster, Opportunity Council, answered questions on what they hope to 48 

achieve by reaching out to community partners, helping childcare providers build their 49 
business, learning what issues and barriers local companies face regarding employee 50 
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childcare, quality childcare, economic development funds for childcare, and the trends in 1 
supply and demand for childcare. 2 

 3 
5. COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CONTROL IN WHATCOM COUNTY 4 

 5 
Joni Hensley, Health Department, read from a presentation in the Board packet (on 6 

file) and answered questions. 7 
 8 

9 
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The following staff also answered questions: 1 
• Regina Delahunt, Health Department Director 2 
• Dr. Greg Stern, Health Officer 3 

 4 
Councilmembers discussed and asked questions about staffing levels; the source of 5 

antibiotic-resistant gonorrhea; how to use the $100,000 from the State for communicable 6 
diseases; the cost of a shingles vaccine in Canada; what happens with an active 7 
tuberculosis case in the jail; educating employers on the cost of not providing sick leave; 8 
advising sick employees to not go to work; and whether vaccines come in a generic form. 9 

 10 
 11 

ADJOURN 12 
 13 

The meeting adjourned at 12:04 p.m. 14 
 15 

The Council approved these minutes on September 26, 2017. 16 
 17 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 18 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 19 
 20 
 21 
______________________________  ___________________________ 22 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 23 
 24 
 25 
 26 
______________________________ 27 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 28 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Committee Of The Whole 2 

 3 
 August 8, 2017 4 
 5 
CALL TO ORDER 6 

 7 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m. in the Council 8 

Conference Room, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 9 
 10 

 11 
ROLL CALL 12 
 13 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Satpal Sidhu, Rud Browne, Barry Buchanan, Todd 14 
Donovan and Carl Weimer 15 

Absent: Ken Mann 16 
 17 
 18 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 19 
 20 
1. DISCUSSION WITH SENIOR DEPUTY PROSECUTOR KAREN FRAKES REGARDING 21 

PENDING LITIGATION, HIRST ET AL V. WHATCOM COUNTY, GMHB CASE NO. 12-2-22 
0013 (AB2017-018)  23 

 Attorney Present: Karen Frakes 24 
 25 
Buchanan stated that discussion of agenda item one may take place in executive 26 

session pursuant to RCW42.30.110 (1)(i).  Executive session will conclude no later than 27 
2:00 p.m.  If the meeting extends beyond the stated conclusion time, he will step out of the 28 
meeting to make a public announcement. 29 
 30 

Browne moved to go into executive session until no later than 2:00 p.m. to discuss 31 
the agenda items pursuant to RCW citations as announced by the Council Chair.  The 32 
motion was seconded. 33 

 34 
The motion carried by the following vote: 35 
Ayes:  Brenner, Browne, Buchanan, Donovan and Weimer (5) 36 
Nays: None (0) 37 
Absent: Sidhu (out of the room) and Mann (1) 38 
 39 
At 2:00 p.m., Buchanan announced the executive session would last until no later 40 

than 2:15 p.m. 41 
 42 

OTHER BUSINESS 43 
 44 
ADJOURN 45 
 46 

The meeting adjourned at 2:05 p.m. 47 
 48 

The Council approved these minutes on ______ 2017. 49 
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 1 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 2 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 3 
 4 
 5 
 6 
______________________________  ______________________________ 7 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 8 
 9 
 10 
 11 
______________________________ 12 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 13 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Special Committee of the Whole 2 

 3 
 August 8, 2017 4 
 5 
 6 
CALL TO ORDER 7 

 8 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. in the Council 9 

Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 10 
 11 

 12 
ROLL CALL 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd Donovan, Rud 15 
Browne and Barry Buchanan. 16 

Absent: Ken Mann. 17 
 18 
 19 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION  20 
 21 
1. CONTINUATION OF COUNCIL’S REVIEW OF THE 2016 CRITICAL AREAS 22 

ORDINANCE UPDATE (AB2016-276K) REVIEW OF CERTAIN QUESTIONS, 23 
COMMENTS, AND SUGGESTIONS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS RELATED TO: 24 
ARTICLE 2, ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS, ARTICLE 6, WETLANDS, 25 
ARTICLE 7, HABITAT CONSERVATION AREAS, ARTICLE 8, CONSERVATION 26 
PROGRAM ON AGRICULTURE LANDS, ARTICLE 9, DEFINITIONS 27 
 28 
Cliff Strong, Planning and Development Services Department, referenced the staff 29 

report in the Council packet and gave a staff report. 30 
 31 
Brenner moved to amend language throughout, “not recommend nor may 32 

authorize.” 33 
 34 
The motion was seconded. 35 
 36 
The motion failed by the following vote: 37 
Ayes: Brenner and Donovan (2) 38 
Nays: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (4) 39 
Absent: Mann (1) 40 
 41 
Browne moved to amend 16.16.830 Conservation Farm Plans – General Standards: 42 
 43 
B.     A conservation farm plan shall not recommend nor may authorize: 44 

1.    Filling, draining, grading, or clearing activities within critical areas or 45 
buffers:  46 

a.     Only Except on ongoing agricultural land where such activities are 47 
a demonstrated essential part of an ongoing agricultural use or 48 
part of routine maintenance; and, 49 
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b.     When it does not expand the boundaries of an ongoing 1 
agricultural use; and, 2 

c.     The appropriate permits for doing so have been obtained.  3 
 … 4 

C.    Other plans prepared for compliance with state or federal regulations 5 
(e.g., nutrient management plans), or to obtain an accredited private 6 
third-party certification (e.g., GLOBALG.A.P.), or similar plans may be 7 
used as part of or in lieu of a Conservation Farm Plan if the Technical 8 
Administrator determines they adequately address the requirements of 9 
this Title. 10 

 11 
The motion was seconded. 12 
 13 
The motion carried by the following vote: 14 
Ayes: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 15 
Nays: Brenner (1) 16 
Absent: Mann (1) 17 
 18 
Browne moved to approve the definition of agricultural activities as recommended 19 

by the Langabeer & Traxler letter on behalf of agricultural groups, with one change: 20 
“Ongoing Agriculture” means all agricultural uses and practices as 21 

defined in RCW 90.58.065” (RCW 36.70A.703). “Ongoing Agricultural 22 
activities” means agricultural uses and practices including, but not limited to: 23 
Producing, breeding, or increasing agricultural products; rotating and 24 
changing agricultural crops; allowing land used for agricultural activities to lie 25 
fallow in which it is plowed and tilled but left unseeded; allowing land used for 26 
agricultural activities to lie dormant as a result of adverse agricultural market 27 
conditions; allowing land used for agricultural activities to lie dormant 28 
because the land is enrolled in a local, state, or federal conservation program, 29 
or the land is subject to a conservation easement; conducting agricultural 30 
operations; maintaining, repairing, and replacing agricultural equipment; 31 
maintaining, repairing, and replacing agricultural facilities, provided that the 32 
replacement facility is no closer to the shoreline than the original facility; and 33 
maintaining agricultural lands under production or cultivation. 34 
 35 
The motion was seconded. 36 
 37 
Councilmembers discussed the proposal from Ms. Traxler and whether or not they 38 

should use “ongoing” in the definition of agricultural activities, that the County chose not to 39 
participate in the volunteer stewardship program (VSP), whether this definition expands the 40 
current definition of ongoing agriculture, making sure they don’t weaken the critical areas 41 
ordinance while not imposing regulations that will make a farmer lose the right to farm, and 42 
allowing staff time to review the proposed amendment. 43 

 44 
Browne moved to hold his motion in Committee. 45 
 46 
The motion was seconded. 47 
 48 
The motion carried by the following vote: 49 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 50 
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Nays: None (0) 1 
Absent: Mann (1) 2 
 3 
Councilmembers and staff discussed the impact of changing the definition of 4 

“agricultural activities” and the need to do monitoring and gather baseline data. 5 
 6 
Strong reported on and councilmembers discussed whether high concentrations of 7 

nitrates in groundwater is a significant health issue, future options, and what a 8 
management district would do. 9 

 10 
George Boggs, Conservation District, answered questions on the trend in nitrate 11 

contamination from test wells, natural sources of nitrates from decomposing organic matter, 12 
sharing the aquifer and working with Canada, and public outreach. 13 

 14 
Strong reported on suggested changes to the lahar zone section. 15 
 16 
Browne moved to approve staff’s recommendation with some changes: 17 

• 16.16.320(B), “…For some geologic hazards, except for lahar hazards zones” 18 
• 16.16.320(C), “…geological hazards (except for lahar hazards) and/or are 19 

outside…. 20 
• 16.16.320(B)(2), “Subject to….265 (except subsection (D) when located 21 

wholly within a lahar hazard zone), the following uses may….” 22 
 23 
The motion was seconded. 24 
 25 
Ericson stated there is a scrivener’s error in .350(b)(2)(a), “16.16.270 16.16.275” 26 
 27 
Councilmembers and staff discussed making decisions on behalf of everyone, not one 28 

particular party, letting people know about the hazard and leaving the decision up to them, 29 
no need for a building setback when entirely within a lahar hazard zone, and the detail 30 
required in evacuation plan updates.  31 

 32 
The motion to amend, including the scrivener’s error, carried by the following vote: 33 
Ayes: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 34 
Nays: Brenner (1) 35 
Absent: Mann (1) 36 
 37 
Councilmembers continued to discuss lahar hazard areas and concerns from a 38 

particular property owner. 39 
 40 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.270(2)(k), “For single-family residences,…These 41 

appurtenant developments include garages, decks, driveways, and parking, utilities 42 
(exclusive of an on-site septic system), and all lawn and landscaping, with the following 43 
exceptions: …” 44 

 45 
The motion was seconded. 46 
 47 
Councilmembers discussed whether they should include utilities in the list of 48 

developments; temporary versus permanent impacts; and considering minor utilities, or 49 
service utilities that connect the service to the residence, as a temporary impact. 50 
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 1 
Linda Twitchell, Building Industry Association, stated some utility distribution pipes 2 

require large trenches. 3 
 4 
Browne moved to amend the motion to amend 16.16.270(2)(k), “For single-family 5 

residences,…These appurtenant developments include garages, decks, driveways, and 6 
parking (exclusive of an on-site septic system and utilities), and all lawn and landscaping, 7 
with the following exceptions:….”  The motion was not seconded. 8 

 9 
Brenner withdrew her motion to amend and moved to hold in committee so staff 10 

can develop better language. 11 
 12 
The motion was seconded. 13 
 14 
The motion carried by the following vote: 15 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 16 
Nays: None (0) 17 
Absent: Mann (1) 18 
 19 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.610 Wetlands Designation, Rating, and Mapping, 20 

“D. All wetlands shall be regulated regardless of size; provided, that hydrologically isolated 21 
Category IV wetlands less than 1,000 4,356 square feet in size may be adversely impacted 22 
when all of the following criteria are met: …” 23 

 24 
The motion was discussed. 25 
 26 
Councilmembers discussed whether category IV is subjective. 27 
 28 
The motion failed by the following vote: 29 
Ayes: Brenner (1) 30 
Nays: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Donovan (4) 31 
Absent: Weimer (out of the room) and Mann (2) 32 
 33 
Councilmembers discussed temporary impacts associated with utilities from section 34 

16.16.620 and the mitigation sequence, which begins with avoidance.  Staff will work on 35 
language to clarify the mitigation sequence for temporary impacts if avoidance is much 36 
more expensive. 37 

 38 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.620(G), "may be permitted within the outer 50% 39 

of a Category II, III, or IV wetland buffer may be permitted as close to the wetland as 40 
possible in order to have the smallest footprint with the least amount of impact." 41 

 42 
The motion was seconded. 43 
 44 
Councilmembers and staff discussed whether stormwater management facilities have 45 

the least impact if they’re closer to or farther away from buffers.   46 
 47 
Browne moved to call the question. 48 
 49 
The motion to call the question was seconded. 50 
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 1 
The motion to call the question carried by the following vote: 2 
Ayes: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Donovan (4) 3 
Nays: Brenner (1) 4 
Absent: Weimer (out of the room) and Mann (2) 5 
 6 
The motion to amend failed by the following vote: 7 
Ayes: Brenner (1) 8 
Nays: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Donovan (4) 9 
Absent: Weimer (out of the room) and Mann (2) 10 
 11 
Councilmembers and Twitchell discussed returning water to the wetland. 12 
 13 
Donovan moved to amend: 14 
• 16.16.680(E)(3), Wetland mitigation, “When use of the guidance for Calculating 15 

Credits and Debits for Compensatory Mitigation in Wetlands of Western 16 
Washington (Department of Ecology Publication #10-06-011, as amended) 17 
results in a lower mitigation ratio than the standard ratios.” 18 

• 16.16.680, Wetland mitigation, “G. All mitigation areas…and ensure permanent 19 
protection of critical area functions and values into perpetuity. Permanent 20 
protection shall….” 21 

• 16.16.690(A)(2)(h), “A demonstration that the site will have adequate buffers 22 
sufficient to permanently protect the wetland functions in perpetuity.” 23 

 24 
The motion was seconded. 25 
 26 
Councilmembers and staff discussed the permanency of a residence. 27 
 28 
The motion carried by the following vote: 29 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 30 
Nays: None (0) 31 
Absent: Mann (1) 32 
 33 
Councilmembers and staff discussed substantial developed surfaces and roads that 34 

are existing and legally-established; whether wetland delineations would include the entire 35 
wetland area, which may include adjacent properties; how soon a County staff person could 36 
reasonably respond to a delineation. 37 

 38 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.670(B) to add a week timeframe in which County 39 

verification can happen, so time and elements can’t cause problems with flagging. 40 
 41 
The motion was seconded. 42 
 43 
Councilmembers continued to discuss the two instances in which a delineation is 44 

required and adding staff for quicker response times. 45 
 46 
Brenner withdrew the motion to amend. 47 
 48 
Councilmembers and staff discussed whether existing improvements have to be 49 

related to the presence of wetlands. 50 
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 1 
 2 

OTHER BUSINESS 3 
 4 
There was no other business. 5 
 6 
 7 

ADJOURN 8 
 9 

The meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m. 10 
 11 

The Council approved these minutes on ______________, 2017. 12 
 13 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 14 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 15 
 16 
 17 
 18 
______________________________  ______________________________ 19 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 20 
 21 
 22 
 23 
______________________________ 24 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 25 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Regular County Council Meeting 2 

  3 
August 8, 2017 4 

 5 
CALL TO ORDER 6 
 7 

Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 8 
Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 9 
 10 

 11 
ROLL CALL 12 
 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd Donovan, Rud 15 
Browne and Barry Buchanan. 16 

Absent: Ken Mann. 17 
 18 
 19 
FLAG SALUTE 20 
 21 
 22 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 23 

 24 
 25 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 26 
 27 
1. RESOLUTION VACATING A PORTION OF CHETS ROAD (AB2017-215) 28 

 29 
Andrew Hester, Public Works Department, gave a staff report and answered 30 

questions about ownership of adjoining properties. 31 
 32 
Buchanan opened the public hearing, and hearing no one, closed the public hearing. 33 
 34 
Brenner moved to approve the resolution. 35 
 36 
The motion was seconded. 37 
 38 
The motion failed by the following vote: 39 
Ayes: None (0) 40 
Nays: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 41 
Absent: Mann (1) 42 
 43 

2. ORDINANCE GRANTING MOBILITIE, LLC, A NON-EXCLUSIVE FRANCHISE 44 
FOR THE PROVISION OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES (AB2017-216) 45 
 46 
Buchanan opened the public hearing, and hearing no one, closed the public hearing. 47 
 48 
Brenner moved to adopt the ordinance. 49 
 50 
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The motion was seconded. 1 
 2 
The motion carried by the following vote: 3 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 4 
Nays: None (0) 5 
Absent: Mann (1) 6 
 7 
 8 

OPEN SESSION  9 
 10 
The following people spoke: 11 

• Leslie Honcoop, Whatcom County Farm Bureau President, spoke about the 12 
comments they submitted regarding The Critical Areas Ordinance and 13 
Comprehensive Plan and about not overtaxing farmers. 14 

• Yoshi Ravelle spoke about changing personal habits to make a positive impact 15 
on global climate change. 16 

 17 
 18 

CONSENT AGENDA 19 
 20 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 21 

moved to approve Consent Agenda items one through nine. 22 
 23 
The motion carried by the following vote: 24 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 25 
Nays: None (0) 26 
Absent: Mann (1) 27 
 28 

1. REQUEST APPROVAL FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO AUTHORIZE 29 
PURCHASE OF AN ELECTRONIC SITUATIONAL STATUS DISPLAY SYSTEM FOR 30 
THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FROM SOLE 31 
SOURCE VENDOR, THE RESPONSE GROUP, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 32 
$52,671 (AB2017-236) 33 

 34 
2. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 35 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND KPFF CONSULTING 36 
ENGINEERS TO PERFORM AN ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS TO ESTABLISH A 37 
NEW LEVEL OF SERVICE FOR THE LUMMI ISLAND FERRY SYSTEM, IN THE 38 
AMOUNT OF $322,119 (AB2017-249) 39 

 40 
3. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 41 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND RESPEC CONSULTING 42 
SERVICES FOR THE LAKE WHATCOM HYDROLOGICAL MODEL REVIEW, IN 43 
THE AMOUNT OF $49,990 (AB2017-237) 44 

 45 
4. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO AN 46 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND 47 
WASHINGTON MILITARY DEPARTMENT FOR MUTUAL AID ASSISTANCE 48 
THROUGH BOTH THE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE COMPACT 49 
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(EMAC) AND THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 1 
ARRANGEMENT (PNEMA) (AB2017-238) 2 

 3 
5. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 4 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND NORTHWEST EDUCATIONAL 5 
SERVICES DISTRICT 189 TO PROVIDE SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER 6 
PREVENTION SERVICES WITHIN THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN WHATCOM 7 
COUNTY IN ORDER TO IMPROVE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH OUTCOMES, IN THE 8 
AMOUNT OF $121,000 (AB2017-239) 9 

 10 
6. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 11 

CONTRACT AMENDMENT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND BLAINE SCHOOL 12 
DISTRICT TO PROVIDE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES, IN THE AMOUNT OF 13 
$113,400, FOR A TOTAL CONTRACT AMOUNT OF $293,400 (AB2017-240) 14 

 15 
7. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 16 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND WASHINGTON STATE 17 
DEPARTMENT OF EARLY LEARNING TO PROVIDE HIGH QUALITY HOME 18 
VISITING SERVICES TO HIGH-RISK FAMILIES USING THE NURSE FAMILY 19 
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM MODEL FOR PURPOSES OF IMPROVING OUTCOMES 20 
FOR PARTICIPANTS AND STRENGTHENING COORDINATION OF SERVICES, 21 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $335,525.81 (AB2017-241) 22 

 23 
8. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 24 

CONTRACT AMENDMENT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND KIBBLE & 25 
PRENTICE, A USI COMPANY, FOR BENEFIT CONSULTING SERVICES FOR A 26 
THREE-YEAR PERIOD (2018-2020), IN THE AMOUNT OF $174,175 (AB2017-27 
242) 28 

 29 
9. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 30 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND GERALDINE COLEMAN, SCOTT 31 
MAWSON, MARGARET MAWSON, AND PENNY HENDERSON TO PROVIDE 32 
LEGAL REPRESENTATION TO CHILDREN IN DEPENDENCY PROCEEDINGS, IN 33 
THE AMOUNT OF $103,996.80 ANNUALLY (AB2017-243) 34 

 35 
 36 
OTHER ITEMS 37 

 38 
1. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 39 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND CASCADIA LAW GROUP PLLC 40 
TO REPRESENT WHATCOM COUNTY AND TO CONDUCT THE STUDY AND MAKE 41 
RECOMMENDATIONS REQUIRED BY WHATCOM COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE 42 
PLAN POLICY 2CC-16 REGARDING THE CHERRY POINT UGA (AB2017-234) 43 
 44 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 45 

moved to approve the request. 46 
 47 
Councilmembers spoke about engaging this law firm, supporting the industry at 48 

Cherry Point, having the tools necessary to protect public health and safety, and working 49 
with the industries to resolve concerns. 50 
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 1 
The motion carried by the following vote: 2 
Ayes: Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (5) 3 
Nays: Brenner (1) 4 
Absent: Mann (1) 5 
 6 

2. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WHATCOM COUNTY BUDGET, NINTH REQUEST, 7 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $148,625 (AB2017-229) 8 
 9 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 10 

moved to adopt the ordinance. 11 
 12 
The motion carried by the following vote: 13 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 14 
Nays: None (0) 15 
Absent: Mann (1) 16 
 17 

3. ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE SPEED LIMIT ON A PORTION OF THE 18 
NORTH SHORE ROAD (AB2017-196A)  19 
 20 
Brenner reported for the Public Works, Health, and Safety Committee stated this item 21 

is held in Committee. 22 
 23 

4. COUNCIL TO APPOINT ONE OF ITS MEMBERS TO SERVE ON THE 24 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE (AB2017-124A) 25 
 26 
Brenner moved to appoint Brenner. 27 
 28 
The motion was seconded. 29 
 30 
The motion carried by the following vote: 31 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 32 
Nays: None (0) 33 
Absent: Mann (1) 34 
 35 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES  36 
 37 
1. APPOINTMENT TO THE WHATCOM COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 38 

(DISTRICT 2 REPRESENTATIVE), APPLICANT:  JOHN BRUTON (AB2017-224) 39 
 40 
Browne moved to nominate and appoint. 41 
 42 
The motion was seconded. 43 
 44 
The motion carried by the following vote: 45 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 46 
Nays: None (0) 47 
Absent: Mann (1) 48 
 49 
 50 
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INTRODUCTION ITEMS  1 
 2 
Browne moved to accept Introduction Items one through five. 3 
 4 
The motion was seconded. 5 
 6 
The motion carried by the following vote: 7 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 8 
Nays: None (0) 9 
Absent: Mann (1) 10 
 11 

1. ORDINANCE AMENDING WHATCOM COUNTY CODE 8.13, SOLID WASTE 12 
DISPOSAL DISTRICT, REGARDING THE SOLID WASTE EXCISE PRIVILEGE 13 
TAX (AB2017-244) 14 

 15 
2. ORDINANCE REPEALING WHATCOM COUNTY CODE 8.14, GARBAGE PASS-16 

THROUGH FEE, IN ITS ENTIRETY (AB2017-245) 17 
 18 
3. ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE TRIAGE CENTER EXPANSION FUND AND 19 

ESTABLISHING A PROJECT BASED BUDGET FOR THE TRIAGE CENTER 20 
EXPANSION PROJECT (AB2017-246) 21 

 22 
4. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WHATCOM COUNTY BUDGET, TENTH REQUEST, 23 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $197,253 (AB2017-247) 24 
 25 
5. ORDINANCE AMENDING WHATCOM COUNTY CODE TITLE 20 ZONING AND 26 

THE WHATCOM COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN RELATING TO CUMULATIVE 27 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE COVERAGE STANDARDS (AB2017-195)  28 

 29 
 30 
COMMITTEE REPORTS, OTHER ITEMS, AND COUNCILMEMBER UPDATES 31 

 32 
Donovan reported for the Natural Resources Committee. 33 
 34 

DISCUSSION WITH WHATCOM COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS REGARDING POTENTIAL 35 
FUNDING SOURCES FOR LAKE WHATCOM PROGRAMS (AB2017-251) 36 

 37 
Donovan reported for the Natural Resources Committee and moved to recommend 38 

to the full Council to request the Public Works Department to create and present to the 39 
Council a proposed framework for a flood subzone or stormwater utility in the Lake 40 
Whatcom watershed, and the Council will determine details once they know how many 41 
parcels would be in the district. 42 

 43 
Councilmembers discussed whether there should be an exemption for people within 44 

the district who can demonstrate they don’t contribute to the problem. 45 
 46 
The motion carried by the following vote: 47 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 48 
Nays: None (0) 49 
Absent: Mann (1) 50 
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DISCLAIMER:  This document is a draft and is provided as a courtesy.  This 
document is not to be considered as the final minutes.  All information contained 
herein is subject to change upon further review and approval by the Whatcom 
County Council. 
 

 1 
Buchanan reported for the Committee of the Whole and Special Committee of the 2 

Whole meetings. 3 
 4 
Brenner reported for the Public Works, Health, and Safety Committee. 5 
 6 
Weimer reported for the Planning and Development Committee. 7 
 8 
Councilmembers gave updates on recent and upcoming activities and events.  9 
 10 
 11 

ADJOURN 12 
 13 

The meeting adjourned at 7:33 p.m. 14 
 15 
The County Council approved these minutes on ______, 2017. 16 

 17 
 18 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 19 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 20 
 21 
 22 
 23 
______________________________  ___________________________ 24 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 25 
 26 
 27 
 28 
______________________________ 29 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 30 
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