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DISCLAIMER:  This document is a draft and is provided as a courtesy.  This 
document is not to be considered as the final minutes.  All information contained 
herein is subject to change upon further review and approval by the Whatcom 
County Council. 
 

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Special Committee of the Whole 2 

 3 
 October 25, 2016 4 
 5 
 6 
CALL TO ORDER 7 

 8 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. in the Council 9 

Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 10 
 11 

 12 
ROLL CALL 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Ken Mann, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd 15 
Donovan, Rud Browne and Barry Buchanan. 16 

Absent: None. 17 
 18 
 19 
PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION 20 
 21 
1. PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF THE PROPOSED 2017-2018 WHATCOM 22 

COUNTY BUDGET, INCLUDING AN INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW BY THE 23 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND REVIEW OF THE FOLLOWING BUDGET REQUESTS: 24 
EXECUTIVE’S OFFICE, ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES, NON-DEPARTMENTAL 25 
(AB2016-198A)  26 
 27 
Jack Louws, County Executive, introduced the staff and he submitted and read from 28 

a presentation (on file), and described the recommendations for new staff positions.  He 29 
referenced and presented on the Executive’s Office budget, Volume 2.  He answered 30 
questions on plans for funding and developing key performance indicators (KPIs), the 31 
funding recommendation for the Domestic Violence Commission, lower jail bed day fee 32 
revenue from other jurisdictions, and establishing a project-based budget for courthouse 33 
repairs. 34 

 35 
Tawni Helms, Executive’s Office, continued the presentation on the non-36 

departmental budget and submitted information (on file).  She answered questions on the 37 
transfer from the conservation futures fund to the Planning Department for the purchase of 38 
development rights (PDR) program.  39 

 40 
Tyler Schroeder, Executive’s Office, described the leave payout line item for people 41 

who are retiring and the wage settlements.  He described non-departmental transfers to 42 
other funds and answered questions about the South Fork Park Fund transfer and the total 43 
cost of purchase and repair of the Civic Center building. 44 

 45 
Forrest Longman, County Council Office, answered questions about changes to the 46 

revenue for the Public Utilities Improvement/Economic Development Investment (EDI) 47 
funds. 48 

 49 
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Brad Bennett, Administrative Services Department, answered questions about the 1 
balance of the bond payment for the 1997-1998 refinanced bond. 2 

 3 
Louws continued the presentation on the Administrative Services administration 4 

budget, on page seven of Volume 2. 5 
 6 
Bennett presented on the budget for the Finance Division of the Administrative 7 

Services Department.  Upcoming changes include hiring a new payroll preparer, new 8 
financial information reporting projects, and budget software improvements. One of two 9 
approved additional services requests (ASRs) includes the use of a building to store office 10 
equipment. 11 

 12 
Karen Goens, Administrative Services Department, presented on the budget for the 13 

Human Resources Division of the Administrative Services Department.  They have recently 14 
undergone staff changes due to retirement.  The workforce has generally been stable, but 15 
it’s aging.  There are promotional opportunities coming up in the County.  The new external 16 
website, intranet, and phone system have provided better information for staff and the 17 
public.  Job applications are now available online.  Risk management efforts would be 18 
improved if there were an ability to immediately do investigations if necessary, so they’ve 19 
requested the ability to contract for investigation in the amount of $10,000.  She described 20 
their civil service review for the Sheriff’s Office, a request for human resources staff 21 
training, and the request to purchase updated human resources software. 22 

 23 
Councilmembers discussed and asked staff questions about the proposal to hire an 24 

outside contractor for an independent review of Council staff job descriptions, how the 25 
County participates in the State pension system, whether a performance review system 26 
would include a 360 review, and COBRA benefits. 27 

 28 
Perry Rice, Administrative Services Department, presented on the budget for the 29 

Information Technology Division of the Administrative Services Department.  He described 30 
many projects completed during the 2015-2016 biennium, including new computers, 31 
network switches, telecommunications system, public website, the Assessor/Treasurer 32 
servers, Auditor recording system, a new battery backup center, remote access to the jail 33 
courtroom, live streaming of Council meetings, deployment of mobile devices for the 34 
appraisers, an upgrade of election services, and a new enterprise backup to disc system.  35 
They are working on cybersecurity issues, a new enterprise storage system, land records 36 
geographic information system (GIS) process, and upgrades to be compatible with a new 37 
What-Comm 9-1-1 system and State Superior Court system. 38 

 39 
 The largest request for the new biennium is for a new permit system.  They are 40 

requesting better management for mobile devices.  They manage the District Court and 41 
Superior Court audio/visual systems.  They will begin implementing the next five-year 42 
computer refresh, GIS equipment for the Parks Department, the employee performance 43 
software, and the Council request for the countywide agenda management software. 44 

 45 
Councilmembers discussed and asked staff questions about a forced upgrade to the 46 

Windows software, options for disposing of the old computers, not allowing employee-47 
owned devices to connect to the network, and the hold music on the phone system. 48 

 49 
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Louws presented information on the Facilities Division budget and plans for capital 1 
projects.  He recommends Council approve a project and operations manager for 2017 to 2 
put together a long-range planning program for all the necessary capital projects and allow 3 
the current manager to focus on the day-to-day operations.  If necessary, they’ve included 4 
an administrative assistant for that manager in the 2018 budget.  He answered questions 5 
on the number of Facilities Division staff and a project for remodeling the Council 6 
Chambers.   7 

 8 
Schroeder referenced the additional services request information and presented on 9 

the facilities-related ASR list for the Facilities Division.   10 
 11 
Councilmembers and staff discussed questions about the courthouse entry x-ray 12 

machine, dual-factor authentication for the criminal justice system, the courthouse exterior 13 
project, and replacement of infrared cameras. 14 

 15 
 16 

OTHER BUSINESS 17 
 18 
There was no other business. 19 
 20 
 21 

ADJOURN 22 
 23 

The meeting adjourned at 4:04 p.m. 24 
 25 

The Council approved these minutes on ______________, 2017. 26 
 27 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 28 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 29 
 30 
 31 
 32 
______________________________  ______________________________ 33 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 34 
 35 
 36 
 37 
______________________________ 38 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 39 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Board of Health 2 

 3 
January 31, 2017 4 

 5 
CALL TO ORDER 6 
 7 

Council Vice Chair Rud Browne called the meeting to order at 10:33 a.m. in the 8 
Council Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 9 

 10 
 11 

ROLL CALL 12 
 13 

Present:  Rud Browne, Barbara Brenner, Todd Donovan, and Satpal Sidhu 14 
Absent: Carl Weimer, Ken Mann, and Barry Buchanan   15 

 16 
 17 
1. PUBLIC SESSION 18 

 19 
Carol Perry stated she’s been impressed with the Health Department and hoped to 20 

hear more about septic systems in this meeting. 21 
 22 

2. DIRECTOR/HEALTH OFFICER REPORT 23 
 24 

Regina Delahunt, Health Department Director, referenced the Director’s Report in the 25 
meeting packet and answered questions about communicating better about spending for the 26 
State Street building; having a future presentation on the human papilloma virus; adopting 27 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) recommendations for the County 28 
when employees are sick; and the overdose drug naloxone, or Narcan, used by the County. 29 

 30 
Cindy Hollinsworth, Health Department, answered questions about testing for 31 

tuberculosis (TB) and what percentage of latent TB turns into active TB.  She gave an 32 
update on mumps cases in Whatcom County and answered questions about how long the 33 
mumps shot lasts, how to tell if someone has had a mumps shot, whether there are tests 34 
for the zika virus, the increase of newly diagnosed syphilis cases, and what stage influenza 35 
is in right now. 36 

 37 
Councilmembers discussed continued support of the mental health court, how federal 38 

changes in health care and programs will affect Whatcom County programs, the future 39 
social and financial impacts of changing federal policies, having coverage versus having 40 
quality healthcare, the impacts of defunding Planned Parenthood, whether Planned 41 
Parenthood could request funding for specific programs, the Health Department’s needle 42 
exchange program, and testing for Hepatitis C in the Baby Boomer generation.  43 
 44 
3. PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD (PHAB) UPDATE 45 
 46 

Rachel Lucy, Public Health Advisory Board Chair, gave an advisory board update 47 
about the theme of improving the health and wellbeing of children and families by focusing 48 
on: 1. enhancing County resources to meet the needs of children, 2. supporting County 49 
employees, and 3. mitigating key stressors for children in Whatcom County.   50 
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 1 
She described how the PHAB recently interviewed members of various advisory 2 

boards and asked to what extent those boards are considering children and families in the 3 
work they are doing. The results showed that crisis reduction for adults was the focus and 4 
there is a need to focus on families and young children.  There is a lack of behavioral health 5 
resources, especially for Spanish-speaking clients, and basic needs such as housing and 6 
food access for families and young children.  The advisory groups that participated would 7 
like more connection with the PHAB and schools.  Regarding recent national events, the 8 
PHAB would like to continue looking at the potential impacts of federal cuts at the local 9 
level.   10 

 11 
4. 2017 FOCUS ON YOUNG CHILDREN AND FAMILIES  12 
 13 

Astrid Newell, Health Department, referenced the Health Department discussion form 14 
in the Board packet.  She gave a report about improving the well-being of Whatcom 15 
County’s youngest children and families and answered questions. 16 

 17 
The following staff answered questions: 18 

• Rachel Lucy, Public Health Advisory Board Chair 19 
• Regina Delahunt, Health Department 20 

 21 
Councilmembers discussed questions about underserved areas in Bellingham; 22 

childcare for working parents; the trend toward mothers being in the workforce instead of at 23 
home; business decisions to support employees to prevent turnover; the County Human 24 
Resources Department’s efforts to implement family friendly policies, including allowing 25 
infants at work; the status of the Women, Infants and Children (WIC) program in place in 26 
Whatcom County and its trends in use; what resource and educational information new 27 
mothers are given at St. Joseph Hospital; when the Board would see a proposal to support a 28 
child and family tax levy; and future proposed programs to support children and families. 29 

 30 
David Webster, Opportunity Council, gave a presentation on the Prosperity Project. 31 
 32 
Newell referenced the three action requested items at the bottom of packet page six 33 

and stated the Health Department would like to partner with the Board to review policies 34 
coming before the County Council from the perspective of healthy families and children.  35 
She asked if the Board approves the Health Department moving forward with the three 36 
action items. 37 

 38 
The Board concurred. 39 

 40 
5.  ACCOUNTABLE COMMUNITY OF HEALTH (ACH) / MEDICAID 41 

TRANSFORMATION WAIVER DEMONSTRATION 42 
 43 
Regina Delahunt, Health Department, referenced and read from the presentation on 44 

Board packet page 15 and answered questions on reimbursements, working with the North 45 
Sound Behavioral Health Organization instead of creating another agency, where groups get 46 
operating funds before receiving reimbursement, involving people who provide alternative 47 
therapies, creating incentives for people to have healthy lifestyles, and engaging evidence-48 
based solutions. 49 

 50 
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 1 
ADJOURN 2 
 3 

The meeting adjourned at 12:13 p.m. 4 
 5 
 6 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 7 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 8 
 9 
 10 
 11 
______________________________  ___________________________ 12 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Rud Browne, Council Vice Chair 13 
 14 
 15 
 16 
______________________________ 17 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 18 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Special Committee of the Whole 2 

 3 
 February 7, 2017 4 
 5 
 6 
CALL TO ORDER 7 

 8 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. in the Council 9 

Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 10 
 11 

 12 
ROLL CALL 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd Donovan, Rud 15 
Browne and Barry Buchanan. 16 

Absent: Ken Mann. 17 
 18 
 19 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION – CRITICAL AREAS ORDINANCE UPDATE  20 

 21 
1. CONTINUATION OF COUNCIL’S REVIEW OF THE 2016 CRITICAL AREAS 22 

ORDINANCE UPDATE – TOPICS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 23 
 24 

Article 6 – Wetlands (AB2016-276G) 25 
 26 
Cliff Strong, Planning and Development Services Department, submitted and read a 27 

presentation (on file). 28 
 29 
The following staff answered questions: 30 

• Diane Hennessey, Department of Ecology 31 
• Erin Page, Planning and Development Services Department, submitted a 32 

handout (on file) on geographically isolated wetlands 33 
• Ryan Ericson, Planning and Development Services Department 34 

 35 
Councilmembers discussed the additional work, cost, and environmental and financial 36 

benefits from reducing the minimum size of a regulated Class IV wetland from more than 37 
4,000 to 1,000 square feet; the State’s wetland rating system; the effectiveness of 38 
mitigation; the best available science for protecting the small wetlands; and how other 39 
jurisdictions balance the protection of critical areas functions while allowing the maximum 40 
reasonable use of land.  41 

 42 
Sidhu moved to amend 16.16.610 (E) regarding the minimum size of a regulated 43 

Class IV wetland from 1,000 to 4,356 square feet. 44 
 45 
The motion was seconded. 46 
 47 
The motion failed by the following vote: 48 
Ayes: Brenner and Sidhu (2) 49 
Nays: Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (4) 50 
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Absent: Mann (1) 1 
 2 
Councilmembers asked for more information from staff on which counties are and 3 

aren’t requiring a minimum Class IV wetland size of 1,000 square feet and the costs of 4 
implementing the smaller minimum size and implementing a change to trails in buffers. 5 

 6 
Strong continued the presentation. 7 
 8 
Councilmembers discussed the possibility of staff restricting future legally established 9 

roads and the reason for identifying primary agricultural structures in 16.16.620(E). 10 
 11 
Browne moved to strike the word “existing legally established” in 16.16.630(A). 12 
 13 
The motion was seconded. 14 
 15 
The motion carried by the following vote: 16 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 17 
Nays: None (0) 18 
Absent: Mann (1) 19 
 20 
Brenner moved to amend 16.16.620(E)(1), “Construction of a significant 21 

appurtenant….” 22 
 23 
The motion was seconded. 24 
 25 
Councilmembers discussed whether small structures such as sheds can be built 26 

under the critical areas ordinance. 27 
 28 
Brenner withdrew the motion. 29 
 30 
Strong continued the presentation and concluded the section on wetlands. 31 
 32 
Councilmembers discussed why the Department of Ecology provides guidance 33 

instead of rules on implementing the law, whether changes to the wetland report will result 34 
in more work, and what the County is doing to establish baseline wetland studies to 35 
measure future gains and losses.  36 

 37 
Article 8 – Conservation Program on Agriculture Lands (AB2016-276I) 38 

 39 
Strong continued on the Conservation Program on Agriculture Lands (CPAL) and 40 

concluded his presentation. 41 
 42 
The following staff answered questions: 43 

• Ryan Ericson, Planning and Development Services Department 44 
 45 
Councilmembers discussed the definition change from existing to ongoing farm and 46 

why they penalize people who allow their farms to go fallow; the difference between 47 
grammar changes and substantive changes; how many farm plans there should be 48 
compared to how many there are; whether the program protects from groundwater 49 
contamination; coordinating with the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) and global food 50 
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gap requirements from the grocery industry; and holding Article 8 in committee to allow 1 
time for more discussion. 2 

 3 
Buchanan stated this Article will be held in Committee for more discussion. 4 
 5 
 6 

OTHER BUSINESS 7 
 8 
There was no other business. 9 
 10 
 11 

ADJOURN 12 
 13 

The meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 14 
 15 

The Council approved these minutes on ______________, 2017. 16 
 17 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 18 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 19 
 20 
 21 
 22 
______________________________  ______________________________ 23 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 
______________________________ 28 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 29 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Special Committee Of The Whole 2 

 3 
 February 7, 2017 4 
 5 
CALL TO ORDER 6 

 7 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 12:47 p.m. in the 8 

Council Conference Room, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 9 
 10 

 11 
ROLL CALL 12 
 13 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Satpal Sidhu, Rud Browne, Barry Buchanan, Ken 14 
Mann, Todd Donovan and Carl Weimer 15 

Absent: None 16 
 17 
 18 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 19 
 20 
1. DISCUSSION WITH SENIOR DEPUTY PROSECUTOR KAREN FRAKES 21 

REGARDING PENDING AND POTENTIAL LITIGATION, HIRST ET AL V. 22 
WHATCOM COUNTY, GMHB CASE NO. 12-2-0013 (AB2017-018)   23 

 24 
 Attorneys Present: Karen Frakes and Tadas Kisielius 25 

 26 
Buchanan stated that discussion of agenda item one may take place in executive 27 

session pursuant to RCW42.30.110 (1)(i).  Executive session will conclude no later than 28 
1:45 p.m.  If the meeting extends beyond the stated conclusion time, he will step out of the 29 
meeting to make a public announcement. 30 
 31 

 Weimer moved to go into executive session until no later than 1:45 p.m. to 32 
discuss the agenda items pursuant to RCW citations as announced by the Council Chair.  33 
The motion was seconded. 34 

 35 
The motion carried by the following vote: 36 
Ayes:  Sidhu, Brenner, Browne, Buchanan, Mann, Donovan and Weimer (7) 37 
Nays: None (0) 38 
 39 
At 1:45 p.m., Buchanan announced executive session would be extended to 2:00 40 

p.m. 41 
 42 
At 2:00 p.m., Buchanan announced executive session would be extended to 2:15 43 

p.m. 44 
 45 
At 2:15 p.m., Buchanan announced executive session would be extended to no later 46 

than 3:00 p.m. 47 
 48 
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OTHER BUSINESS 1 
 2 
ADJOURN 3 
 4 

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 5 
 6 

The Council approved these minutes on ______ 2017. 7 
 8 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 9 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 10 
 11 
 12 
 13 
______________________________  ______________________________ 14 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 15 
 16 
 17 
 18 
______________________________ 19 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 20 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 1 
Regular County Council Meeting 2 

 3 
February 7, 2017 4 

 5 
CALL TO ORDER 6 
 7 

Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. in the Council 8 
Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 9 
 10 

 11 
ROLL CALL 12 
 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Ken Mann, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd 15 
Donovan, Rud Browne and Barry Buchanan. 16 

Absent: None. 17 
 18 

 19 
FLAG SALUTE 20 
 21 
 22 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 23 

 24 
 25 

MINUTES CONSENT 26 
 27 
Brenner moved to approve Minutes Consent items one through 17. 28 
 29 
The motion was seconded. 30 
 31 
The motion carried by the following vote: 32 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 33 
Nays: None (0) 34 
 35 

1. SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 36 
 37 
2. REGULAR COUNTY COUNCIL FOR SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 38 
 39 
3. SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR SEPTEMBER 20, 2016 40 
 41 
4. REGULAR COUNTY COUNCIL FOR SEPTEMBER 27, 2016 42 
 43 
5. SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR OCTOBER 11, 2016 44 
 45 
6. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR OCTOBER 11, 2016 46 
 47 
7. REGULAR COUNTY COUNCIL FOR OCTOBER 11, 2016 48 
 49 
8. SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR NOVEMBER 9, 2016 (9:30 A.M.) 50 
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 1 
9. SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR NOVEMBER 9, 2016 (10:30 A.M.) 2 
 3 
10. REGULAR COUNTY COUNCIL FOR NOVEMBER 9, 2016  4 
 5 
11. SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (9:30 A.M.) FOR NOVEMBER 22, 2016 6 
 7 
12. REGULAR COUNTY COUNCIL FOR NOVEMBER 22, 2016 8 
 9 
13. SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (1:50 P.M.) FOR DECEMBER 6, 2016 10 
 11 
14. REGULAR COUNTY COUNCIL FOR DECEMBER 6, 2016 12 
 13 
15. SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (11 A.M.) FOR JANUARY 10, 2017 14 
 15 
16. SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (1:30 P.M.) FOR JANUARY 10, 2017 16 
 17 
17. REGULAR COUNTY COUNCIL FOR JANUARY 10, 2017 18 
 19 
 20 
OPEN SESSION  21 

 22 
The following people spoke: 23 

• Amy Glasser spoke about her application to the Developmental Disabilities 24 
Board. 25 

• Dan Thomas spoke about a problem with condoms in Kendall Elementary 26 
School. 27 

• Warren Sheay spoke about climate change and an exhibit at Mindport 28 
Museum. 29 

• Lynn Murphy, Puget Sound Energy, submitted a handout (on file) and 30 
updated the Council on recent storm events. 31 

• Edward Ury, Resources for Sustainable Communities, spoke about the 32 
proposed updates to the Comprehensive Plan for Cherry Point. 33 

 34 
 35 

OTHER ITEMS 36 
 37 
1. RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE TREASURER’S LIST OF PETITIONS FOR TAX 38 

REFUNDS (AB2017-058) 39 
 40 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 41 

moved to approve the resolution. 42 
 43 
The motion carried by the following vote: 44 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 45 
Nays: None (0) 46 
 47 

2. RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 2016-051 IN THE MATTER OF 48 
ADOPTING A SALARY SCHEDULE AND POLICIES FOR WHATCOM COUNTY 49 

 
Regular County Council Meeting, 2/7/2017, Page 2 

437



DISCLAIMER:  This document is a draft and is provided as a courtesy.  This 
document is not to be considered as the final minutes.  All information contained 
herein is subject to change upon further review and approval by the Whatcom 
County Council. 
 

UNREPRESENTED EMPLOYEES, EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1 THROUGH DECEMBER 1 
31, 2017 (AB2017-059) 2 
 3 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 4 

moved to approve the resolution. 5 
 6 
The motion carried by the following vote: 7 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 8 
Nays: None (0) 9 
 10 

3. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 11 
CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT 12 
AND EDGE ANALYTICAL, INC. TO PROVIDE LABORATORY ANALYSIS OF 13 
SURFACE WATER SAMPLES FOR BACTERIA ANALYSIS, IN THE AMOUNT OF 14 
$85,600 (COUNCIL ACTING AS THE WHATCOM COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL 15 
ZONE DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS) (AB2017-060) 16 
 17 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 18 

moved to approve the request. 19 
 20 
The motion carried by the following vote: 21 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 22 
Nays: None (0) 23 
 24 

4. REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 25 
CONTRACT AMENDMENT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND KIMBERLY 26 
GEARIETY, ATTORNEY, FOR PROFESSIONAL LABOR NEGOTIATOR SERVICES, 27 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $46,377, FOR A TOTAL AMENDED AMOUNT OF $86,376 28 
(AB2017-061) 29 
 30 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and 31 

moved to approve the request. 32 
 33 
The motion carried by the following vote: 34 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 35 
Nays: None (0) 36 
 37 

5. RESOLUTION AMENDING CRP NO. 916008 AND AUTHORIZING PUBLIC 38 
WORKS TO: 1) PROCEED WITH PETITIONING THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES 39 
AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE YACHT 40 
CLUB ROAD AT-GRADE RAILROAD CROSSING; AND 2) CONSTRUCT 41 
IMPROVEMENTS USING PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT’S “COUNTY FORCES” 42 
(AB2017-043A) 43 
 44 
Brenner reported for the Public Works, Health, and Safety Committee and moved to 45 

approve the resolution. 46 
 47 
The motion carried by the following vote: 48 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 49 
Nays: None (0) 50 
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 1 
6.  REQUEST APPOINTMENT OF ONE COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBER TO THE 2 

TRANSFER OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS AND PURCHASE OF DEVELOPMENT 3 
RIGHTS MULTI-STAKEHOLDER WORK GROUP (AB2017-064) 4 
 5 
Weimer reported for the Planning and Development Committee and moved to 6 

appoint Councilmember Browne. 7 
 8 
The motion carried by the following vote: 9 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 10 
Nays: None (0) 11 
 12 

7. ORDINANCE PROVIDING LOCAL PROCEDURES TO PROCESS DEVELOPMENT 13 
PERMIT APPLICATIONS EFFICIENTLY AND TO PROMOTE FINALITY OF 14 
DECISIONS (AB2017-041)  15 
 16 
Donovan moved to adopt the ordinance. 17 
 18 
The motion was seconded. 19 
 20 
Tyler Schroeder, Executive’s Office, gave a staff report on the definition for early 21 

notice and answered questions. 22 
 23 
Councilmembers discussed allowing an applicant to follow through with a permit 24 

application and the cost to the County. 25 
 26 
Browne moved to amend 16.08.157(1)(a), “…Determination of Significance as 27 

defined in WAC 197-11.” 28 
 29 
Councilmembers discussed referring to the early notice definition in Whatcom County 30 

Code (WCC) 16.08.175. 31 
 32 
Browne amended his motion and moved to amend 16.08.157(1)(a), 33 

“…Determination of Significance as defined in WCC 16.08.175.” 34 
 35 
The motion was seconded. 36 
 37 
Councilmembers continued to discuss the definition of the likelihood of a 38 

determination of significance. 39 
 40 
The motion to amend carried by the following vote: 41 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 42 
Nays: None (0) 43 
 44 
Councilmembers discussed the impact on all kinds of people and permits, how often 45 

this situation will come up, and how it will help staff.   46 
 47 
The motion to adopt as amended carried by the following vote: 48 
Ayes: Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 49 
Nays: Brenner (1) 50 
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 1 
 2 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES  3 
 4 
1. APPOINTMENT TO FILL JAIL STAKEHOLDER WORKGROUP VACANCY 5 

(WHATCOM COUNTY RESIDENT WHO RESIDES OUTSIDE THE CITY OF 6 
BELLINGHAM) – APPLICANT:  IRENE MORGAN (AB2017-067) 7 
 8 
Browne nominated all four applicants.  The nomination was seconded. 9 
 10 
Brenner voted for L. Ward Nelson. 11 
 12 
Browne voted for Nelson. 13 
 14 
Buchanan voted for Nelson. 15 
 16 
Donovan voted for Mathew Babick. 17 
 18 
Mann voted for Babick. 19 
 20 
Sidhu voted for Babik. 21 
 22 
Weimer voted for Babik. 23 
 24 
The Council appointed Mathew Babick. 25 
 26 
 27 

EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 28 
 29 
1. ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS TO EXECUTIVE-APPOINTED BOARDS AND 30 

COMMISSIONS (AB2017-052A) 31 
 32 
Browne moved to confirm the appointments. 33 
 34 
The motion was seconded. 35 
 36 
The motion carried by the following vote: 37 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 38 
Nays: None (0) 39 
 40 
 41 

INTRODUCTION ITEMS  42 
 43 
Browne moved to approve Introduction Items one through three. 44 
 45 
The motion was seconded. 46 
 47 
The motion carried by the following vote: 48 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 49 
Nays: None (0) 50 
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 1 
1.  RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2017 FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT AND 2 

SUBZONE BUDGETS, FIRST REQUEST, IN THE AMOUNT OF $143,676 3 
(COUNCIL ACTING AS THE WHATCOM COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE 4 
DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS) (AB2017-065)  5 
 6 

2.  ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2017 WHATCOM COUNTY BUDGET, SECOND 7 
REQUEST, IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,518,464 (AB2017-066) 8 

 9 
3. ORDINANCE AMENDING WHATCOM COUNTY CODE 2.03, 2.22, AND 2.104 TO 10 

PROHIBIT THE APPOINTMENT OF DECLARED POLITICAL CANDIDATES TO 11 
BOARDS, COMMITTEES, AND COMMISSIONS AND REQUIRING RESIGNATION 12 
FROM THE ETHICS COMMISSION AND SALARY COMMISSION FOR MEMBERS 13 
SEEKING AN ELECTED POSITION WITHIN THE COUNTY (AB2017-057) 14 

 15 
 16 
COMMITTEE REPORTS, OTHER ITEMS, AND COUNCILMEMBER UPDATES 17 
 18 

Councilmembers gave updates on recent activities and upcoming events.  19 
 20 

 21 
ADJOURN 22 
 23 

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 24 
 25 
The County Council approved these minutes on ______, 2017. 26 

 27 
 28 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 29 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 30 
 31 
 32 
 33 
______________________________  ___________________________ 34 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 35 
 36 
 37 
 38 
______________________________ 39 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 40 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Special Committee of the Whole 2 

 3 
 February 21, 2017 4 
 5 
 6 
CALL TO ORDER 7 

 8 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. in the Council 9 

Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 10 
 11 

 12 
ROLL CALL 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Ken Mann, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd 15 
Donovan, Rud Browne and Barry Buchanan. 16 

Absent: None. 17 
 18 
 19 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION  20 
 21 
1. CONTINUATION OF COUNCIL’S REVIEW OF THE 2016 CRITICAL AREAS 22 

ORDINANCE UPDATE – TOPIC SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: ARTICLE 3 – 23 
GEOHAZARDS (AB2016-276C) 24 
 25 
Cliff Strong, Planning and Development Services Department, submitted and read a 26 

presentation (on file). 27 
 28 
Cynthia Gardner, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Cascade Volcano 29 

Observatory(CVO), continued the presentation on the 1995 USGS Mount Baker Hazard 30 
Assessment.  She answered questions on estimating historic events in the geologic record 31 
without geologic evidence of the event, the difference between lahars and debris flows, the 32 
volcano alert level system and amount of time before a volcanic event, how long a volcano 33 
can be active, when the model can be fine-tuned to know if certain land uses and are within 34 
the lahar hazard areas, and whether lahar debris flows will be similar to a 100-year flood. 35 

 36 
Seth Moran, U.S. Geological Survey Cascade Volcano Observatory, continued the 37 

presentation on the national risk assessment, national and local observatories, and Mount 38 
Baker unrest versus eruption.  He answered questions on whether seismic activity can be 39 
monitored by other technology, such as satellites. 40 

 41 
John Thompson, Public Works Department, continued the presentation on improved 42 

geologic hazard characterization and risk assessment progress since June 2014. 43 
 44 
Andy Wiser, Planning and Development Services Department, continued the 45 

presentation on the quantitative risk assessment (QRA).  He answered questions on how 46 
long it will take to refine the data and risk analysis; who determines the appropriate risk 47 
levels and how risk analysis is applied today; impacts of land use decisions on future 48 
generations; and creating and using F-N diagrams on all types of geo-hazards. 49 

 50 
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John Gargett, Sheriff’s Office Division of Emergency Management, continued the 1 
presentation on risk-based emergency planning, which is viewing the whole community as 2 
part of an ecosystem.  He answered questions about when they’ll have the data to do good 3 
land use planning in lahar areas, whether clear decision points and action plans exist if 4 
there is an event on Mount Baker, increasing the number of sensors on the mountain, 5 
improving the emergency response plan, and warning levels for lahars and debris flows.   6 

 7 
Staff and presenters continued to answer questions on an ongoing operating system 8 

cost for additional warning systems and the lack of warning for small lahars. 9 
 10 
Strong and Wiser continued the presentation on the legal framework and the critical 11 

areas ordinance (CAO) review process and the three options: 12 
• Option 1: A lahar code based on the Tsunami Code. 13 
• Option 2: Planning Commission recommendation 14 
• Option 3: A lahar code based on the existing lahar code 15 
 16 
Strong concluded the presentation with the summary.  He answered questions about 17 

the source of the occupancy numbers; using the travel time analysis in the evacuation plan; 18 
inviting Dr. Don Easterbrook and Dan McShane to present at a Public Works Committee 19 
meeting; other possible options for the CAO; whether all three options are more permissive 20 
than the existing code; additional costs; lahar calculations being a function of the 21 
government, not a landowner; landowners preparing evacuation plans for their individual 22 
property; focusing on protecting people rather than accessory structures; giving the public 23 
more time to review this information; and whether marijuana processing facilities would be 24 
allowed under option 3. 25 

 26 
Councilmembers and staff discussed proposed changes to the CAO and next steps. 27 
 28 
 29 

OTHER BUSINESS 30 
 31 
There was no other business. 32 
 33 
 34 

ADJOURN 35 
 36 

The meeting adjourned at 12:08 p.m. 37 
 38 

The Council approved these minutes on ______________, 2017. 39 
 40 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 41 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 42 
 43 
 44 
 45 
______________________________  ______________________________ 46 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 47 
 48 
 49 
 50 
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______________________________ 1 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 2 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Special Committee Of The Whole 2 

 3 
 February 21, 2017 4 
 5 
CALL TO ORDER 6 

 7 
Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 3:40 p.m. in the Council 8 

Conference Room, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 9 
 10 

 11 
ROLL CALL 12 
 13 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Satpal Sidhu, Rud Browne, Barry Buchanan, Ken 14 
Mann, Todd Donovan and Carl Weimer 15 

Absent: None 16 
 17 
 18 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 19 
 20 
1. DISCUSSION WITH PUBLIC WORKS STAFF REGARDING POTENTIAL 21 

PROPERTY ACQUISITION (AB2017-018) 22 
 Attorney Present: None 23 

 24 
2. DISCUSSION WITH SENIOR DEPUTY PROSECUTOR KAREN FRAKES 25 

REGARDING PENDING LITIGATION, WHATCOM COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF 26 
REALTORS, ET AL V. WHATCOM COUNTY, GROWTH MANAGEMENT HEARING 27 
BOARD CASE NO. 16-2-0007 (AB2017-018) 28 

 Attorney Present: Karen Frakes  29 
 30 

3. DISCUSSION WITH SENIOR DEPUTY PROSECUTOR KAREN FRAKES 31 
REGARDING PENDING AND POTENTIAL LITIGATION, HIRST ET AL V. 32 
WHATCOM COUNTY, GMHB CASE NO. 12-2-0013 (AB2017-018) 33 

 Attorney Present: Karen Frakes  34 
 35 
Buchanan stated that discussion of agenda item one may take place in executive 36 

session pursuant to RCW42.30.110 (1)(b) and discussion of agenda items two and three 37 
may take place in executive session pursuant to RCW42.30.110 (1)(i).  Executive session 38 
will conclude no later than 6:00 p.m.  If the meeting extends beyond the stated conclusion 39 
time, he will step out of the meeting to make a public announcement. 40 
 41 

Browne moved to go into executive session until no later than 6:00 p.m. to discuss 42 
the agenda items pursuant to RCW citations as announced by the Council Chair.  The 43 
motion was seconded. 44 

 45 
The motion carried by the following vote: 46 
Ayes:  Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Weimer (5) 47 
Nays: None (0) 48 
Absent: Mann and Donovan (out of the room) (2) 49 
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 1 
 2 

OTHER BUSINESS 3 
 4 
 5 
ADJOURN 6 
 7 

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 8 
 9 

The Council approved these minutes on ______ 2017. 10 
 11 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 12 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 13 
 14 
 15 
 16 
______________________________  ______________________________ 17 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 18 
 19 
 20 
 21 
______________________________ 22 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 23 
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WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  1 
Regular County Council Meeting 2 

  3 
February 21, 2017 4 

 5 
CALL TO ORDER 6 
 7 

Council Chair Barry Buchanan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 8 
Chambers, 311 Grand Avenue, Bellingham, Washington. 9 
 10 

 11 
ROLL CALL 12 
 13 
 14 

Present: Barbara Brenner, Ken Mann, Satpal Sidhu, Carl Weimer, Todd 15 
Donovan, Rud Browne and Barry Buchanan 16 

Absent: None 17 
 18 

 19 
FLAG SALUTE 20 
 21 
 22 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 23 

 24 
Buchanan reported for the afternoon Special Committee of the Whole and stated the 25 

Committee discussed the following items in executive session. 26 
1.  Discussion with Public Works staff regarding potential property acquisition 27 

(AB2017-018) 28 
2.  Discussion with Senior Deputy Prosecutor Karen Frakes regarding pending 29 

litigation, Whatcom County Association of Realtors, et al v. Whatcom County, 30 
Growth Management Hearing Board Case No. 16-2-0007 (AB2017-018) 31 

3.  Discussion with Senior Deputy Prosecutor Karen Frakes regarding pending and 32 
potential litigation, Hirst et al v. Whatcom County, GMHB Case No. 12-2-0013 33 
(AB2017-018) 34 

 35 
 36 

MINUTES CONSENT 37 
 38 

Brenner moved to approve Minutes Consent items one through four.  The motion 39 
was seconded. 40 

 41 
Browne withdrew item four. 42 
 43 
The motion to approve Minutes Consent items one through three carried by the 44 

following vote: 45 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 46 
Nays: None (0) 47 

 48 
1. SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (9:30 A.M.) FOR JANUARY 10, 2017 49 
 50 
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2. SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FOR JANUARY 24, 2017 1 
 2 
3. COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING FOR JANUARY 24, 2017 3 
 4 
4. SURFACE WATER WORK SESSION FOR FEBRUARY 14, 2017 5 
 6 

Donovan moved to approve the Minutes.  The motion was seconded. 7 
 8 
The motion carried by the following vote: 9 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 10 
Nays: None (0) 11 
Abstains: Browne (1) 12 
 13 

 14 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION 15 
 16 
1. PORTAGE BAY PARTNERSHIP: A HISTORIC AGREEMENT TO IMPROVE WATER 17 

QUALITY IN THE NOOKSACK BASIN (AB2017-089) 18 
 19 
Rich Apple, Ag Water Board, reported on the agreement.  They want the County to 20 

work on the water quality issue in Portage Bay through a community effort to open shellfish 21 
beds as soon as possible. 22 

 23 
Tim Ballew II, Lummi Nation Chairman, continued the report on the agreement 24 

between fishing and farming interests to provide certainty in the future.  The goal is 25 
improved water quality for the Portage Bay shellfish beds and the entire Nooksack River 26 
basin.  He asked that the County support their partnership.  It’s likely they’ll develop a 27 
State or federal request soon. 28 

 29 
Councilmembers thanked Mr. Apple and Chairman Ballew for their partnership. 30 
 31 
Jack Louws, County Executive, stated the administration is committed to being 32 

supportive and involved however necessary.  The Public Works Department staff will be a 33 
liaison between the County and the Partnership. 34 

 35 
 36 

OPEN SESSION  37 
 38 
The following people spoke: 39 

• William LaFreniere spoke about Portage Bay shellfish bed pollution and septic 40 
system pollution. 41 

• Charles Bailey, Lummi Island Ferry Advisory Committee, submitted a handout 42 
(on file) and spoke about the committee’s work on the resolution establishing 43 
a new level of service for the Lummi Island ferry system (AB2017-081). 44 

• Chris Colburn, Lummi Island Ferry Advisory Committee, spoke about the 45 
committee’s work on the resolution establishing a new level of service for the 46 
Lummi Island ferry system (AB2017-081). 47 

• Mary Ross spoke about the Lummi Island Ferry Advisory Committee work on 48 
the resolution establishing a new level of service for the Lummi Island ferry 49 
system (AB2017-081). 50 
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• Rhayma Blake, Lummi Island Ferry Advisory Committee, spoke about the 1 
committee’s work on the resolution establishing a new level of service for the 2 
Lummi Island ferry system (AB2017-081). 3 

• Wendy Harris spoke about the Portage Bay Partnership, regulation of 4 
agriculture, and the staff memo about geologically hazardous areas in the 5 
critical areas ordinance. 6 

 7 
 8 

CONSENT AGENDA 9 
 10 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and moved 11 

to approve Consent Agenda items one through six. 12 
 13 
The motion carried by the following vote: 14 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 15 
Nays: None (0) 16 
 17 

1. RESOLUTION CANCELING UNCOLLECTIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES 18 
(AB2017-073) 19 

 20 
2.  REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 21 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND THE COUNCIL ON AGING FOR 22 
STAFFING AND OPERATIONS OF THE BELLINGHAM SENIOR ACTIVITY 23 
CENTER, IN THE AMOUNT OF $120,144 (AB2017-074) 24 

  25 
3.  REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 26 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND JET OLDSTERS ASSOCIATION 27 
OF FERNDALE TO PROVIDE SCHEDULING AND OVERSIGHT OF PUBLIC 28 
RENTALS AT THE FERNDALE SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER, FOR A 29 
REIMBURSEMENT AMOUNT OF 75% OF ALL RECEIPTS, MINUS COUNTY 30 
EXPENSES (AB2017-075) 31 

 32 
4.  REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 33 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND JET OLDSTERS ASSOCIATION 34 
OF FERNDALE FOR STAFFING AND OPERATIONS OF THE FERNDALE SENIOR 35 
ACTIVITY CENTER, IN THE AMOUNT OF $120,144 (AB2017-076) 36 

 37 
5.  REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 38 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND THE CITY OF LYNDEN TO 39 
PROVIDE STAFFING AND OPERATIONAL SUPPORT AT THE LYNDEN SENIOR 40 
ACTIVITY CENTER, IN THE AMOUNT OF $120,144 (AB2017-077) 41 

 42 
6.  REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO A 43 

CONTRACT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND THE CITY OF BLAINE TO 44 
PROVIDE STAFFING AND OPERATIONAL SUPPORT AT THE BLAINE SENIOR 45 
ACTIVITY CENTER, IN THE AMOUNT OF $120,144 (AB2017-078) 46 

 47 
 48 
OTHER ITEMS 49 
 50 
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1.  RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2017 FLOOD CONTROL ZONE DISTRICT AND 1 

SUBZONE BUDGETS, FIRST REQUEST, IN THE AMOUNT OF $143,676 2 
(COUNCIL ACTING AS THE WHATCOM COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL ZONE 3 
DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS) (AB2017-065)  4 
 5 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and moved 6 

to approve the resolution. 7 
 8 
The motion carried by the following vote: 9 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 10 
Nays: None (0) 11 
 12 

2. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2017 WHATCOM COUNTY BUDGET, SECOND 13 
REQUEST, IN THE AMOUNT OF $888,464 (AB2017-066)   14 
 15 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and moved 16 

to adopt the ordinance. 17 
 18 
Councilmembers discussed a discrepancy in the numbers and the Petrogas appeal 19 

defense. 20 
 21 
The motion carried by the following vote: 22 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 23 
Nays: None (0) 24 
 25 

3. ORDINANCE AMENDING WHATCOM COUNTY CODE 2.03, 2.22, AND 2.104 TO 26 
PROHIBIT THE APPOINTMENT OF DECLARED POLITICAL CANDIDATES TO 27 
BOARDS, COMMITTEES, AND COMMISSIONS AND REQUIRING RESIGNATION 28 
FROM THE ETHICS COMMISSION AND SALARY COMMISSION FOR MEMBERS 29 
SEEKING AN ELECTED POSITION WITHIN THE COUNTY (AB2017-057) 30 
 31 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and moved 32 

to adopt the substitute ordinance version 1. He reported on the two versions of the 33 
ordinance.  He moved to amend section 2.03.090 to include the amendments shown in 34 
version 2.  The motion to amend was seconded. 35 

  36 
Councilmembers discussed encouraging people to volunteer on these committees.  37 
 38 
The motion to amend carried by the following vote: 39 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 40 
Nays: None (0) 41 
 42 
Buchanan moved to amend sections 2.03.090, 2.22.040, and 2.104.090(D) to 43 

reference the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) definition of candidate, “…candidate, as 44 
defined by RCW 42.17A.005(7),…”  The motion to amend was seconded. 45 

  46 
The motion to amend carried by the following vote: 47 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 48 
Nays: None (0) 49 
 50 
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Councilmembers discussed whether this is a solution to an actual problem. 1 
 2 
The motion carried by the following vote: 3 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, and Donovan (6) 4 
Nays: Weimer (1) 5 
 6 

4.  RESOLUTION SETTING A HEARING DATE TO SELL TAX-TITLE PROPERTY BY 7 
PUBLIC AUCTION REQ. #TR2017-01 (AB2017-087) 8 
 9 
Browne reported for the Finance and Administrative Services Committee and moved 10 

to approve the resolution. 11 
 12 
The motion carried by the following vote: 13 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 14 
Nays: None (0) 15 
 16 

5. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE USE OF PARKS PROPERTY FOR ROAD 17 
PURPOSES (AB2017-080) 18 
 19 
Brenner reported for the Public Works, Health, and Safety Committee and moved to 20 

approve the resolution. 21 
 22 
The motion carried by the following vote: 23 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 24 
Nays: None (0) 25 
 26 

6. APPROVAL OF FUNDING PRIORITIES FOR THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE 27 
TREATMENT ACCOUNT ESTABLISHED UNDER RCW 71.24.580 (AB2017-082) 28 
 29 
Brenner reported for the Public Works, Health, and Safety Committee and moved to 30 

approve the funding priorities. 31 
 32 
The motion carried by the following vote: 33 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 34 
Nays: None (0) 35 
 36 

7. RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A NEW LEVEL OF SERVICE FOR THE LUMMI 37 
ISLAND FERRY SYSTEM (AB2017-081)  38 
 39 
Brenner reported for the Public Works, Health, and Safety Committee and moved to 40 

approve the resolution. 41 
 42 
Councilmembers discussed whether the language is too broad and the resolution being 43 

the first step to moving forward. 44 
 45 
The motion carried by the following vote: 46 
Ayes: Brenner, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (6) 47 
Nays: Mann (1) 48 
 49 
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8. APPOINTMENT TO THE NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL BOARD - APPLICANT: 1 

DALE YODER (PER RCW17.10.050(2) THE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE 2 
AUTHORITY, WITHIN TEN DAYS OF RECEIVING NAME(S) OF NOMINEE(S), 3 
SHALL APPOINT NOMINEE(S) TO THE COUNTY NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL 4 
BOARD) (AB2017-071) 5 
 6 
Brenner moved to appoint Dale Yoder by acclamation.  The motion was seconded. 7 
 8 
The motion carried by the following vote: 9 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 10 
Nays: None (0) 11 
 12 
 13 

INTRODUCTION ITEMS  14 
 15 
Brenner moved to accept the Introduction Items.  The motion was seconded. 16 
 17 
The motion carried by the following vote: 18 
Ayes: Brenner, Mann, Sidhu, Browne, Buchanan, Weimer and Donovan (7) 19 
Nays: None (0) 20 
 21 

1. ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING CHARGES/FEES FOR PROVIDING ADVANCED 22 
LIFE SUPPORT (ALS) AMBULANCE TRANSPORT SERVICES IN WHATCOM 23 
COUNTY (AB2017-086) 24 

 25 
2. RESOLUTION TO SELL TAX-TITLE PROPERTY BY PUBLIC AUCTION REQ. 26 

#TR2017-01 (AB2017-087A) 27 
 28 
3. RECEIPT OF APPLICATION(S) FOR THE PORTAGE BAY SHELLFISH 29 

PROTECTION DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE, APPLICANT: MICHAEL 30 
SHEPARD (APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR ANY OTHER APPLICANTS TO THIS 31 
VACANCY IS 10 A.M. ON FEBRUARY 28, 2017) (AB2017-072) 32 

 33 
4. ORDINANCE ADOPTING INTERIM AMENDMENTS TO THE WHATCOM COUNTY 34 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND WHATCOM COUNTY CODE TITLE 15 35 
(BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION), TITLE 20 (ZONING), TITLE 21 (LAND 36 
DIVISION REGULATIONS), AND TITLE 24 (HEALTH CODE), RELATING TO 37 
WATER RESOURCES (AB2016-309D) 38 

 39 
 40 
COMMITTEE REPORTS, OTHER ITEMS, AND COUNCILMEMBER UPDATES 41 
 42 

Councilmembers gave committee reports and updates on recent activities and 43 
upcoming events.  44 
 45 
 46 
ADJOURN 47 
 48 

The meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 49 
 50 
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The County Council approved these minutes on ______, 2017. 1 
 2 
 3 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 4 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 5 
 6 
 7 
 8 
______________________________  ___________________________ 9 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 10 
 11 
 12 
 13 
______________________________ 14 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 15 
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