From: valerie anderson

To: PDS_Planning_Commission
Subject: 2016 comprehensive plan
Date: Wednesday, December 09, 2015 6:23:26 PM

i am writing to comment on the 2016 comprelncnsive Plan. as arecent ’cransplant to
whatcom county from Pierce county, i encourage Protection of farmlands and restricted
residential growth within the ﬂoodplains. there is simply no way to rePlace the benefits
Provicled }33 natural systems. wetland mitigation is a poor substitute for the flood and
erosion control as well as habitat Providec{ }33 these natural areas. is there any evidence
that engineered wetlands Provic{e any functional value? seemslike a feel goocl solution at

bcst

in the short 6 months i've lived in the lake whatcom watershed ive noticed residential
building Prac’ciccs that allow removal of a substantial Por’cion of existing trees and
vegetation, onlg to be rcplaccd ]35 very large homes, imPermeab]e drivewags and lawns. the
amount of run-off during rain events is Phenomena!. there is very little infrastructure
Provided for wa”dng, bicgcling) or even Public transPorta’cion. not even a shoulder on the
road. welcome to life in the american suburbs. butifeel very fortunate to have affordable
housing this close to town. sure Prices clrop as one moves from the center and clriving

increases.

my hope is that the Pcople of whatcom countg can work togcther to retain the natural wild
beautg, bountiful agricu!tural land, and community sPirit that makes this such an

outrageouslg amazing P]ace. thank you for taking my comments into consideration.

best

valerie anderson
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